A Citizen’s Perspective

Contributions by citizens on Abuses of Power

Manipulators behind Iraq war should not be let go, Billings Gazette Jan 6th 2009, Mel Logan, Sheridan, Wyo. (Cheney’s Stomping Ground)

Those who deliberately deceived us in order to promote the Iraq war are as grotesque as serial pedophiles who torture, mutilate and kill their victims. These warmongers caused torture, terror, mutilation and death of hundreds of thousands of people, including children.

They manipulated and concocted intelligence to sell their war, and after we found it false, they revived and recycled it. They bullied and blackmailed doubters into submission. They manipulated those in authority by withholding information and deluging them with lies. They spied on U.N. Security Council delegates in order to coerce them into voting to legalize their chosen path toward an illegal war.

Their lawyers were more egregious than lawyers defending mafia hit men. They were informed of anticipated immoral acts and were paid to find loopholes and plausible excuses to permit the atrocities before they were committed. They can't claim they are merely lawyers defending their clients - they are conspirators to war crimes.

People say, "Oh, that's old news. We need to look forward." If you believe that, do you also believe we should ignore pedophiles in order to free up law enforcement for other crimes?

Bush visit to Iraq: Junket was arrogant and worthless, John H. Schultz, Missoulian, January 2, 2009

“It was a size 10,” he jokes. This guy doesn’t have a clue.

Then he goes to a gang who were ordered to applaud enthusiastically for his every utterance. How much did this arrogant, worthless junket cost the taxpayers? Oh yes. National security secret. Another one.

Why should Cheney go unpunished?

Eunice Farmilant, Plains, Missoulian, December 30th
Is justice a top-down affair? If it’s OK for those at the top to do anything they want, say anything they want, harm anyone they want, what kind of a message does it send to the average American?

Just because the corporate-owned news media act like it is OK to lie to the American people and no one dares say “boo” for fear of being dragged off as anti-American, doesn’t mean it is OK for us to sit back in our chairs and pretend everything is OK.

Everything is certainly not OK. I know of at least half a dozen people who have lost their savings, 401(k)s, etc., because there is no longer any oversight of citizen wealth - or, apparently, justice for wrongdoers. Are all elected officials operating under fear of speaking out because they will lose their corporate backing, or are they just terrified to represent we the people?

Blanket pardon for criminals is not OK - but it seems to be the new American policy. Of course, if enough people dare to challenge this, maybe, just maybe, we will be heard!

Why should people like Dick Cheney, who has admitted to pulling one over on all of us, be permitted to go unpunished? It is time for you to voice your opinion and help support House Resolution 1531 against the Bush blanket pardons.

People ignoring country’s real problems
Ron Moser, Missoulian, December 29th
It’s absolutely amazing how many people grasp at every mythical straw in the attempt to find anything adverse about Barack Obama, or any hope for the future, yet failed to realize what has been happening to the unnecessary loss of 4,000-plus of our servicepeople’s lives for a trumped-up false cause, the almost complete collapse of the world economy, the hate the world over developed from the past eight years of U.S. “foreign policy,” some of our greatest corporations (GM) ready to vanish like flies in winter, etc, and most usually spoken or written under the guise of “righteousness.”

Yes, ignorance is bliss, as well as blatant and certainly overabundant.

Republic depends on our vigilance, Warren Darne, Alberton, in the Missoulian, December 14, 2008

Our republic - which Ben Franklin referred to as: “You have yourselves a Republic if you can keep it” - is in danger of being lost if we do not demand investigations, prosecutions and appropriate punishment for all those who have violated our Constitution. The price of liberty is eternal vigilance, especially each individual citizen if our elected officials fail us.

Pressure officials now on impeachment, 

Stuart Reiswig, Missoulian, Dec 8th

So now that the smoke has settled from the general elections and most people - if they are even thinking about politics at all - are planning about what to do next, whether at the local, state or national level, I would like to bring up one non-partisan national issue that needs to be tackled side-by-side with our country’s economic woes before the next administration takes office on Jan. 20, 2009: the impeachment and criminal prosecution of the Bush administration.

For the past eight years we have seen unprecedented abuses of executive power and corruption by this administration. There is no question that the list of high crimes and misdemeanors that we already know about - which many see as the tip of the iceberg - is quite long: everything from the warrant-less wiretapping of Americans’ phones, torture and unprecedented use of executive signing statements to the lies and abuses that led our country into a hopeless and miserable quagmire in Iraq.

Furthermore, according to one of our nation’s best investigative reporters, Seymour Hersh, insiders are lining up to spill the beans on the many criminal acts of this administration on Jan. 20 after they leave office. Thus, we should not let the probability that George W. Bush will somehow try to pardon a good portion of his administration, including himself, before he leaves office slip by us. It is imperative that we press our newly elected or re-elected officials to raise this issue and act on impeachment before Bush leaves office.

It is urgent that all Americans, from all aspects of the political spectrum, stand up to defend the rule of law and the several articles of our Constitution that have been broken by this administration.

Don’t send guilty parties to fix their mess, Kris Keith, Frenchtown, The Missoulian, November 30th, 2008

When thinking about the economy three things come to my mind:

1. I am not sure people - our government - who are not knee-deep in this economic disaster are the ones who should be coming up with ideas to fix it. Maybe their decisions would be better if they actually had to struggle as well. Having the Bush administration take part in fixing the economy is like hiring the CEO of GM to fly in on his jet to fix the economy. It makes no sense.

2. If part of the problem is lack of jobs, foreclosures and lack of money available to spend then how does giving big companies money help the economy? The American people still do not have money to spend. Feeding big companies is like putting a Band-aid on a gunshot wound. The American people still do not have money to spend and are still losing their homes. Yet big companies are getting more money.

3. Why are we accepting this from our government? A lot can happen before the new administration gets into office. Don’t throw your hands up yet, we still have two months. We need to stand up and be heard, enough is enough.

Bush, Cheney must face consequences, 
Jed Taylor, Missoulian, Nov. 24, 2008 

President Bush and Vice President Cheney are war criminals who must face the consequences of their actions.

Before Bush excuses the behavior of himself and others in his administration who perpetrated these crimes, Bush and Cheney must face impeachment proceedings that hold them accountable.
 

Take a stand in name of law, order, 
Herb Ruhs, Missoulian, Nov 16th

It is never “too late” to impeach.

Crimes gone unpunished just make more crime an inevitability. Take a real stand for real law and order. If we can’t hold the powerful to account we can hold no one accountable. Failure to impeach is a declaration in favor of general lawlessness and anarchy.

Press fails by ignoring Bush’s crimes 
Dennis Groves, Missoulian, Nov 12th

Why should criminals be allowed to be pardoned by a criminal? Where does this crowd get off thinking they are above the law?

President Bush pre-pardoning of himself, Dick Cheney, Karl Rove and the rest of these crooks is a compelling story that our media needs to show the light of day to. The reason these guys were allowed to walk all over our Constitution is because our media have not done their duty to the people of this country, and that is to not entertain but report.

The whole idea that our media is a liberal media is a slap in the face to the people. The media is not liberal, otherwise we would have had story after story about these crooks. The media is owned by large corporations who traditionally follow their tax-cutting Republican ideology. I say impeach the crooks now.


Congress, begin impeachment proceedings, Warren Darne, Alberton, Missoulian Nov. 11, 2008

Members of Congress, do not forget for whom you work and your obligation to protect and defend the Constitution of the United States of America. President Bush and Dick Cheney have violated the Constitution and broken the law more times than space here permits me to list. Begin impeachment immediately.

The guys with money said deregulation was way to go, Richard Buley, Missoulian, Oct. 7, 2008

With the near-collapse of our financial system upon us, it may be wise to review the cause.

Both presidential candidates are calling for new regulatory oversight because of the supposedly unforeseeable level of greed by those running the huge investment banks. This catastrophe, though, was accurately predicted by some crazy liberals.

In 1999, Sen. Phil Gramm (now McCain’s financial adviser) sponsored a bill to repeal the protections of the Depression-era Glass-Steagel Act, which had remedied the cause of the Great Depression, the unrestricted consolidation of banks, investment firms and insurance companies. The Gramm bill did away with the Glass-Steagel barriers so that giant investment, financial and insurance banks could once again be formed.

Days after the Gramm bill passed with McCain’s vote, the liberal blog PublicCampaign.org wrote:

“Friday, October 22, 1999 should go down in history as the day that big money in politics won its biggest victory ever. That was the day that White House and Senate negotiators worked out a final, late-night deal engineering the repeal of a critical Depression-era law, the Glass-Steagal Act, that for six decades has kept the banking, securities and insurance businesses separate from each other. ... Now, despite promises otherwise, the U.S. Treasury and the taxpayers will be in the position of bailing out speculators in the event that their risky plays in the securities business threaten the solvency of the soon-to-be- formed mega-banks.”

But, those were liberals, what did they know? All the smart guys with all the money said deregulation was the way to prosperity.

Insane economy far from healthy
James Watts, Missoulian October 6th

Capitalism, as it has evolved in the United States, depends on not just consumption but ever-expanding consumption to maintain ever-expanding profits so that Wall Street will be an attractive place for investors to grow their money for re-investment.

In order to create a healthy environment for ever-expanding consumption there are three basic needs: insatiable want (the always-hungry consumer), a means of feeding that insatiable want (the infinitely expanding market), and a means of paying for it (the money lenders who provide ever-expanding money).

If we slow our consumption (i.e. actually be a “conservative” and conserve) then we are harming the economy. Since our basic needs are relatively easy to satisfy we must be spurred on to consume more and more things we don’t need, or things that will wear out before we finish paying for them. And since the owners of the market (investors) can’t grow their money if the companies they own spend those profits on wages, the wage earner must borrow money to buy more and more things he or she doesn’t need or will wear out faster and faster.

Tell me again why I should pay thousands of dollars more in tax money (that I already don’t have) to the government so they can give it to the lenders so that I can borrow even more money to keep this insatiable and insane economy “healthy.”

Replace those who voted in favor, Marty Howe, Missoulian, October 6th

Why should be bail out the rich folk who have got themselves into a mess? They are the ones with money, not us common folk! I think we should replace every single senator and House representative who voted to bail out these rich people!
 

Democrats did better on the economy, Bill Sweet, Darby, Missoulian, Oct 6th

Try to get past the “attack-distract” campaign ads that characterize the McCain-Palin type of information on TV. Think back to when gas averaged $1.50 a gallon and oil was about $17 a gallon. Our government wasn’t perfect, but by most accounts the Democratic economic team was doing much better than what we’ve had to deal with lately.

What have we got to show for the past eight years? The Phil Gramm crowd weakened our regulation of the lending-mortgage laws and caused the implosion of Enron and other institutions that have led to the “too big to fail” bailout in the biggest cash-for-crap giveaway ever. Do we now have socialized lending and banking? We’re spending $14 million per hour to keep Iraq solvent in a Bush Doctrine pre-emptive war that was sold to the Congress on the basis of “weapons of mass deception.” We’ve had our Constitution trampled and impeachable offenses committed; pardoning of Scooter Libby for revealing the identity of a CIA covert agent and the sneak-and-peek type warrantless wiretapping permitted by the Patriot Act.

The drums are beating that we need to “drill, baby, drill” and that it should occur in some of the most environmentally sensitive areas of the planet. Sarah Palin says that Alaska supplies 20 percent of our oil, when in fact most oil experts say its closer to 3.5 percent. A question that has gone unanswered is what percent of oil being presently pumped in Alaska is sold to Asian countries along the Pacific Rim?

Our once-proud country needs great leadership more than ever. Ask yourself why John McCain has only given two unscripted press opportunities for questions, for a total of 20 minutes. Ask why the press corp now calls McCain’s campaign the No Talk Express, rather that the Straight Talk Express.

Focus on Family edict shows disconnect
Wanda LaCroix, Arlee, The Missoulian, September 2008
I would like to express my gratitude to Focus on the Family’s Stuart Shepard for urging his flock to pray for “torrential rain” over Invesco Field during Barack Obama’s historic acceptance speech in Denver.

God’s answer makes perfectly clear, as nothing else could, that He is increasingly embarrassed to be a Republican. After supporting them through Iran/Contra, Dan Quayle and finally wiretapping, torture and a bogus war, God is fed up. 

All but the most persistent puritans have gotten the word and prominent celebrity wowsers are changing their tunes. Joel Osteen declared hands-off politics to his 47,000 Lakewood thumpers. Rick Warren admonished his 23,000 Saddleback herd that religion is about “deeds not creeds” as he shifted from attacking liberals to promoting less divisive rudeness in 2008.

To those for whom the word “liberal” conjures visions of Mephistopheles, fear not, for God does not concur. As we all know, the Demon of Darkness bears an uncanny resemblance to Osama bin Laden. John McCain promises to “follow bin Laden to the gates of hell” but won’t go after him in Pakistan.


Now Bush decides war isn’t necessary?, Bob McClellan, Polson, Missoulian Aug 17, 2008

You can’t have it both ways. Russia uses military force against Georgia and our administration cries “foul!” Now, just how do we justify this holier-than-thou stance in light of our invasion of Iraq?

It just does not compute. Either a nation’s leaders are in favor of military force to solve problems or they avoid military force and use methods of diplomacy, behind-the-scenes peaceful strategies, and possibly some economic strategies.

You can’t have it both ways and come off as a legitimate and worthy voice of criticism for Russia’s actions.

This does not in any way mean that I agree with Russia’s actions. I don’t. But I certainly see the clear and dangerous hypocrisy in President Bush’s shrill denunciation of Russian actions.

It is dangerous because it shows a very deep and abiding ignorance in leadership, the same sort of bellicose, chest-thumping rhetoric which so often escalates into further military actions, with bloodshed and no real resolution. Our nation needs a very new and much wiser leadership if we are to survive as a world that works. We cannot abdicate our legacy and ignore the fact that other nations of the world are eager to look up to us for true leadership but they have become very confused by our actions the past eight years.

We need thoughtful and globally responsible voices speaking from D.C.

Letter: U.S. leaders should be tried for war crimes, too, John Schultz, Missoulian Aug 13, 2008

Don’t forget our “compassionate, born-again conservative” so-called leader also has blood all over him. He should be treated the very same as Radovan Karadzic. His address is: dishonored White House, USA.

And don’t forget his sidekick, who sometimes goes by the name “So?”.


Tom Welch, Lolo, The Missoulian Aug 13, 2008
Remember the words of Thomas Paine: “He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy from oppression; for if he violates this duty he establishes a precedent that will reach to himself.”

When you voted for FISA, you voted for warrantless wiretapping. Are you defending the Fourth Amendment? How can you defend liberty and freedom, and simultaneously vote to give them up?

You support the Patriot Act and FISA. Both of these seem contrary to your oath to defend the Constitution. Please show me the part of the Constitution that supports your stand on these issues.

In the words of James Madison: “I believe there are more instances of the abridgement of freedoms of the people, by gradual and silent encroachment of those in power, than by violent and sudden usurpations.”

You are one of “those in power.” Who are you protecting?

Letter: Future of democracy at stake in election,WoodyHenry, Laurel Billings Gazette Aug. 10, 2008
I have been asked the question, "Why are you supporting Barack Obama?" The reasons are many, far too many for this letter. The very future of democracy is at stake in this election. Obama has an understanding of constitutional law and democratic institutions that seems to be totally missing in the current administration and in the Republican Party in general. John McCain doesn't get it either.

In the United States, we have three co-equal branches of the federal government - legislative, judicial and executive. Recent history has seen us stripped of the protection of this balance of power with the implementation of the neoconservative mantra of the "imperial presidency" with unlimited power "in the time of war." Obama has not only studied constitutional law, he has taught constitutional law during his tenure at the University of Chicago. How refreshing to have someone with brains seeking the highest office in the land!

We have a broken national government. I firmly believe that Obama will staff his White House and make federal appointments with competent people rather than a bunch of political hacks whose only virtues are that they or their daddies made significant economic contributions to a presidential campaign.

These folks are supposed to work for us, not for a right-wing ideologue! The present administration has permitted (perhaps even encouraged?) the government to become dysfunctional and less and less effective and trustworthy. "Good job, Brownie!" McCain? Is he ready for imaginative, competent leadership? I don't think so!


Letters for Friday, August 8, 2008

Was miniature police state really all that necessary?, Bill Pfeiffer, Missoulian

I would like to say thank you to the ridiculous number of police from other cities who came here to “keep us safe” this past weekend from the notorious Hells Angels Motorcycle Club.

I moved to Missoula just after the infamous 2000 riot, but I think it’s easy to see what upset our citizens so much the last time around. Instead of a mountain town in the United States, downtown this past weekend was transformed into East Berlin in the late 1960s, with more sidearms than flip-flops. To call the police presence overkill is an understatement.

*

My band had the pleasure of playing at the Old Post Pub on Friday evening, and we were all in agreement that nothing gets the crowd excited like a group of eight cops, parole officers and who knows who else with a badge and a 9 mm handgun, walking across the dance floor asking anyone under the age of 30 to see some identification. We had one Hells Angel listen to us for a few minutes. He asked if we knew “Friend of the Devil” by the Grateful Dead while he sipped a beer with a local girl. It was truly frightening.

The word on the street is that it cost the city over $100,000 to bring all these cops here for the weekend. I find it unbelievable that we spent that much money so that armies of police fraught with boredom could target people with fake IDs or open containers of beer.

Don’t get me wrong; I’m thankful that we have dedicated people in law enforcement who keep real criminals off the streets. I’m not some anarchist. But maybe next time we could use that money to put in some more bike lanes or fill some potholes, instead of turning our town into a miniature police state.

Letter: Nationalism, patriotism not the same thing, Elliot Smith, Billings Gazette August 8, 2008

I was recently contemplating writing a letter expressing my concerns about the emergence of fascism in America, when it occurred to me that some clarifying distinctions between the definitions of "nationalism" and "patriotism" might be in order.

Faster than one could say "Google," I stumbled onto the following gem, circa 1940's, from George Orwell: "All nationalists have the power of not seeing resemblances between similar sets of facts. Actions are held to be good or bad, not on their own merits but according to who does them, and there is almost no kind of outrage ... torture, the use of hostages, forced labor, mass deportations, imprisonment without trial, forgery, assassination, the bombing of civilians ... which does not change its moral color when committed by 'our side.' The nationalist not only does not disapprove of atrocities committed by his own side, but has a remarkable capacity for not even hearing about them."

Orwell defined patriotism as "devotion to a particular place and a particular way of life, which one believes to be the best in the world but has no wish to force upon other people." It was also noted that whereas criticism of the established order was a duty of the patriot, it was treason to the nationalist. There appears a corresponding difference between a "subject" and a "citizen."

Hmm. It appears that to a patriot/citizen there is no Right Think.

City stands behind Big Brother tactics, Willy Miller, Missoulaian, Aug 7, 2008

I am writing in response to the offensively placed cameras on the bridge going across Rattlesnake Creek at the Rattlesnake Middle School.

What I am so concerned with is the fact these cameras can be legal. I do understand that fear-mongering has been going on for the past eight years. I do understand that somehow our government can legally tap our cell phones if we disagree with the establishment. But, on the other hand, I am flabbergasted by fact that a Missoula resident feels it necessary to place security cameras peering over a high-traffic, public area for Missoula residents.

If his concern is for his safety, point the cameras on his property and not the public’s. It is a pretty sad state of affairs when the meaning of community is thrown out the door in order scare people with some red-light-flashing security cameras.

Something else that concerns me is the fact that the city of Missoula apparently stands behind these Big Brother tactics. Would it not be a little more effective to put cameras on the California Street Bridge so that, when a beloved homeless veteran is beat to death (Dec. 6, 2007), the Missoula Police Department could have possibly known about it before he was not able to be saved.

So much is wrong; consider impeachment, Ron Moser, Missoulian, Aug 6th

Exxon Mobile has $13.8 billion in profit while General Motors loses $15.3 billion.

That, and our $4-a-gallon gas at the pumps, is the result of Vice President Dick Cheney’s energy policy, which he did behind closed doors under the guise of “executive privilege.”

*

And how many of the 4,000-plus dead and 30,000 wounded would have received MIPs (minors in possession) had they lived because they’re old enough to vote and die, but too young to drink? What a pathetic farce!

Under the rule of this bunch, the French were disdained to the extent it was proposed we rename French fries, and now their President Nicolas Sarkozy’s wife alone enjoys the respect and admiration our entire country used to take for granted, while we are now despised the world over.

Yep, when our “unbiased” Supreme Court put this bunch in office, it resulted in the foregoing, as well as one trillion-plus dollars lost fighting an unnecessary and unjust war. Yes, it is all about oil, and John McCain, although a hero, would suggest more of the same.

It’s time to quit dancing around the edges, face the truth as it is, and remember the power of impeachment does exist!

A few still work for us, for impeachment, Eunice Farmilant, Plains, Missoulian, Aug 6th, 2008

I hope whomever is reading these comments will have a little bit of concern for the next generation of Americans, who now stand a good chance of no longer knowing what America was created to represent.

We are operating under a quasi-fascist state with corporations and ruthless, greedy lobbyists, political operatives and nongovernmental agencies running the show. The average voter is just a sapless creature, expected to continue as usual, even though most persons, myself included, have a fixed income that continues to shrink as the dollar’s value shrinks, and everything we need is rapidly increasing in cost.

War has become an excuse to tax people to death, steal their social rights, and funnel billions into the hands of arms dealers and manufacturers of arms, ships, planes, uniforms and bullets. If the money that is going to fight for someone else’s oil had been funneled into alternative energy, every citizen in this country would have benefited, instead of now losing their nest eggs or even their homes - all to pay for rigged oil prices and extortion by the grain cartels who answer to no one. It is hard to believe that there is not a deliberate attempt to starve people in the way Stalin starved millions over 70 years ago.

The big surprise may be that not everyone is asleep - and not everyone has been lulled into stupidity by constant entertainment television and lack of significant news due to censorship of any meaningful journalism. I hope more people will be made aware that some members of Congress do care and are calling for impeachment and real justice of officials who act no better than thieves and have blood on their hands.

Petraeus out of line with statement, M. Chessin, Missoulian, August 5th

“Petraeus: Too volatile to set troop pullout” boldly states the headline for a McClatchy Newspapers story in the Missoulian on July 28. I would strongly urge all to read that story.

Especially since it points out that both the major presidential candidates and President Bush have called for, at least, a “time horizon” for withdrawal from Iraq, in direct opposition to Petraeus.

Statements like that above are the responsibility of civilians such as the commander in chief. And not that of the military.

May I remind the good general of an incident during the Korean War? When General McArthur publicly called for a strike on China, which could have resulted in a nuclear exchange, President Truman quickly relieved him of his command.

I look forward to a further discussion of this issue.

Clinton’s was about lies, Suzanne M. Parson, St. Ignatius, Missoulian Aug 5th

Recent letters have made a strong case for impeaching President Bush, arguing that no man is above the law.

I cannot more strongly agree. However, some have further argued that if we can impeach Clinton for “sexual peccadillos,” surely Bush’s crimes warrant as much.

One of the sadder achievements of the Clinton administration and the Democratic Party of that era was creating the illusion that he was impeached for his relationship with Monica Lewinsky. He wasn’t. He was impeached for lying under oath in the civil trial to determine whether he had sexually harassed Paula Jones. His attorneys had attempted to exclude testimony on subsequent workplace sexual activities but the judge ruled that, as in most other sexual harassment cases, a pattern of activity was relevant.

Clinton may or may not have sexually harassed Jones, and apparently did not harass Lewinsky, but he did lie under oath. He was disbarred for this. He subsequently settled out of court with Jones. (Read that as paid damages?)

Sexual harassment is not a “peccadillo”; it is a crime. Every person deserves a fair trial, even women who may have been ferreted out by Republican operatives.

Billings Gazette August 03, 2008, Hate speech supported by Bush  administration, Jim Davis Billings

 Well now, what is it the Bible says? "As ye sow, so shall ye reap."

I'm guessing the demented, right-wing cretin that shot up the Unitarian church in Knoxville, Tenn., because its agenda" wasn't hateful enough for his fascist mindset was hearing voices in his head, voices of Bill O'Reilly, Michael Savage, Sean Hannity, Rush Limbaugh, Ann Coulter, Michelle Malkin and a host of others, supported, both in spirit and financially, by the Bush administration's

 billion-dollar-plus propaganda budget.

 Other, more civilized, countries in the world have laws that forbid the dissemination of hate speech. Not the good old US of A. We have a taxpayer-funded budget for it, and since this administration took office, there has been a near 50 percent rise in hate groups, racist and otherwise.

 Every possible dysfunction, real and imagined, in this country is blamed on the dirty, commie, hippie, liberal, etc., progressives. I'm thinking that if we get so far as to have a national election this year and manage to avoid martial law and a straight-ahead police state (can't change administrations in the midst of a war, you know) and the people want a continuation of the lies, torture, destruction and brutality that have become hallmarks of this current administration, then get out and vote for the party that has shamed us with Abu Ghraib, Guantanamo and the utter dismemberment of the largely innocent country of Iraq, vote McCain in '08.

 Leaders shouldn’t get away with crimes, Jon A. Jackson, Missoulian, July 31st

The American people may well be tired of impeachment calls, and skeptical as well, thanks to the debacle of impeaching former President Clinton for sexual peccadillos, but it would be a huge and ironic mistake if George W. Bush and his vice president, Dick Cheney, were allowed to get away with their gross misconduct of office.

The attack on Iraq is not a peccadillo. This is a crime, a war crime, and it will reflect very badly on our democracy, our seriousness as a body of citizens, if it is allowed to pass without action by Congress, which was so shamefully mislead.

Impeachment must be considered, Taylor Drew Kelly, Missoulian, July 31st

To Gov. Brian Schweitzer and others:

I respectfully demand that you fulfill your sworn duty and obligation to the people and your public office to bring President Bush before the people for impeachment for criminal offenses committed during his two terms in the Oval Office.

The people have raised a public cry. We are outraged that the crimes committed by this highest office in our land have continued to go unchecked and we implore you to do your jobs as outlined in the Constitution of the United States. This is a constitutional imperative and we demand you fulfill your obligation to the people of this country and prosecute George W. Bush for impeachable offenses carried out during his presidency, a presidency he stole.

Baucus, Rehberg ignored constituents, Tom Welch, Lolo, Missoulian July 28th

I want both U.S. Sen. Max Baucus and Rep. Denny Rehberg to explain their votes on the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to the people of Montana.

In my lifetime, I have never seen our politicians come so close to losing sight of the principles of our Constitution. In April 2005, the Montana Legislature overwhelmingly passed Senate Joint Resolution 19, stating that while the 2005 Legislature supports the federal government’s fight against terrorism, the so-called Patriot Act of 2001 grants authorities sweeping powers that violate citizens’ rights enshrined in both the U.S. and Montana constitutions. Only 12 state representatives n all Republicans n voted against the measure. One of them, Rep. Bob Lake, was quoted as saying, “So, they’re going to get this thing back in D.C. and say, �OK, Montana doesn’t like what we’re doing. So what?’ It has no meaning to it.”

Baucus and Rehberg did not defend our Constitution. They have ignored what they know Montanans want. They have voted to give more power to an administration that already abuses the power it has. They have cooperated with the Bush administration in circumventing the Constitution. They support an administration that shows no regard for the good of the American people, or the concept of civil rights.

Sen. Jon Tester defended the Constitution and represented what most Montanans want by voting against FISA. Baucus and Rehberg seem to have forgotten why we sent them to Washington, D.C. It is time for them to answer to their constituency.

Letter: Amendment would have hurt constitution, Michael Downing, Billings Gazette, July 28, 2008

As a long-time volunteer/board member of Planned Parenthood, I wish to thank all those folks, both volunteers and staff, and all the rest of the pro-choice people in Montana that helped to keep CI-100 off the ballot.

CI-100 was a horribly extreme initiative whose main objective was to take away the privacy that women and their families should have in their decision making on medical matters. It also would have tied the hands and jeopardized the decisions of our medical providers. Our Montana Constitution is a great document, one of the best in the country, and CI-100 would have denigrated it tremendously by amending our individual rights of privacy.

I'm very proud of my long-term relationship with Planned Parenthood of Montana and the lead it has taken in preventing unwanted pregnancies, reducing rates of sexually transmitted diseases, educating our youth in making smart decisions about their health and protecting and encouraging access to care. My hope is that we Montanans can continue to work together in finding solutions that help people and make positive, proactive changes in our communities.

Saw today’s mess coming in 2002

So how did we get here? Missoulian July 23, 2008, Jerry Straka, Whitefish

Rising food and energy costs, declining home values, illegal wiretapping, $10 trillion in debt (the world economy is $50 trillion), endless wars against “punk” adversaries ... it was all predictable.

Following is a letter to the editor I wrote to another major Montana newspaper in November 2002:

“It’s official. We now live in a plutocracy. The Republicans have political control. Their campaign of misinformation/disinformation and opposition demonizing has succeeded. What will the next two years bring?

“First, the Constitution will become a Republican doormat. Conservative judges have already gutted your Fourth Amendment rights and will continue to do so. (What good is your right to bear arms if you lose your rights against search and seizure?)

“Privacy rights will be compromised 'for security reasons.’

“Despite the fact that our Constitution specifically calls for regulation of commerce, Republicans will deregulate everything conceivable. They have to pay back big contributors. Hence, corporate crime will increase, but we won’t know because no one will be policing it. What good are laws with no enforcement? Few corporate criminals will do time. Shameful.

“Separation of church and state? Gone. 'Faith-based’ (whose faith?) initiatives will prevail. Gotta pay back those pseudo-Christian right-wingers for their support.

“Congress’s constitutionally granted duty to declare war has already been tested and ignored by this Republican administration.

“Further, anyone who questions the Republican rush to deregulate environmental laws will be labeled an 'eco-terrorist.’ Anyone who questions Republican go-it-alone foreign policy will be labeled 'unpatriotic.’

“Lastly, the future will be mortgaged by increasing government debt and continued raiding of Social Security funds as a result of even more corporate and top 1 percent tax breaks. This puts more burden on the wage earners (income of $100,000 and less).”

You see ... it was predictable.

Make our Congressmen really represent us By Tina Smollack - 07/22/2008 Montana Standard

Thanks to Terry Harrington for writing a good piece on helping citizens help Congress (Our readers speak, July 15). I agree that each of us should search out a variety of news sources, really think about what we heard and read, and only then form an opinion, support a candidate, and vote.

Our congressmen are public servants and thus should represent us, “We the People,” who voted them in. Consider that they are employed by us. We pay their salaries through our taxes. In order for them to truly represent us, they have to hear from us.

To Harrington’s list I would like to add an Internet site that gives a weekly tally on how our senators and representatives voted, how the bill fared, whether it passed or failed and by how much. It also lists upcoming bills, along with congressmen contact numbers. The site does not generate spam. It is: www.congress.org/congressorg/megavote/.

Let’s get involved in directing our Congressmen and help them to represent us.

U.S. committed atrocities for oil Daniel Gawain Waters, Troy,  Missoulian, July 21st.


The armed robbery of the Iraqi people’s oil is now complete. Big oil will move in like vultures and feed off the carcass of what is left of Iraq. First we bombed Iraq. Then we invaded and destroyed socialist Iraq. Then when the Iraqi people resisted we genocided about 1.5 million Iraqis. Then this created 5 million refugees. Then we tortured the Iraqi people; then when that didn’t work we paid off all the militias.

Meanwhile, Congress never stopped the war money because 40 percent of Congress profited. All the American and Iraqi families and Iraqi refugee families that have died and been injured in the criminal war for oil should sue these oil companies for war reparations.

What we have done to the Iraqi people is worse than what Nazi Germany did to Poland.

Lead, follow or get out of the way, by Bruce Supalla, Independent, 07/18/08
How many of us, if we had an abysmally low efficiency rating at work, would still have our job?

What if we, as CEOs, made a wrong decision 91 percent of the time? Wouldn’t the stockholders force us out? Or let’s say our college grades were a uniform “F” all the way down the report? Wouldn’t we lose our scholarships?

In a national poll, Congress’ approval rating is now down to a rock-bottom 9 percent. When it’s that low, only their staffers and immediate family members like their performance. Democrats Pelosi and Reid were swept into congressional control in 2006 by promising to de-fund Iraq and get out many yesterdays ago, cut government spending and wasteful earmarks, and get the price of gas under control. How have they done on those bell-weather issues? Strike three, although I’m glad they failed on the first one.

Denny, Jon and Max, please don’t think you’re safe in lifetime jobs. You’re part of the 9 percent approval rating. There’s an old saying, “Lead, follow, or get out of the way.” America wants leaders who will get things done for Americans. We don’t need any more followers. It’s lead ... or we’ll get you out of the way.

We're not doing well under Bush's leadership, Robert G. Orlando
Billings Gazette, July 18th

Jesse Jackson, hearing Barack Obama on TV say that African-American fathers should pay more attention to their families' problems, became agitated and, not knowing the mike was still on, said that Barack was putting black people down and that his family jewels should be cut off. Barack shouldn't worry too much about this happening.

For the past eight years, nothing has happened to Bush and Cheney's lousy leadership. Actions such as:

• Over $9 trillion in debt for the U.S.

• Fighting an ongoing civil war in Iraq with no end in sight.

• Building a multibillion-dollar, 700-mile fence to keep the illegal aliens out when millions are already in the U.S. and the number still climbing.

• Americans having to put less food on the table so they can put more high priced gas in their cars to get to their jobs.

We have a checks and balance Congress that could have stopped these things from happening, but they are too busy feathering their own nests.

Small wonder we are hearing more and more the phrase "Only in America," but with a slightly different meaning.

Shame on senator for FISA vote, Norman Wade, Missoulian July 15th
Sen. Max Baucus, You need to apologize grandly and explain why you turned traitor to us, your constituency, by voting for that insane, illegal, imbecilic Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. I hope you instantly make a loud statement to Montanans explaining why you thought you should vote for that garbage?

Votes like that cry out loudly, “I’m a Bush man through and through!”

Tell Rehberg, Baucus you value freedom

Richard Buley, Missoulian, July 14th

When I grew up in the ’50s and ’60s, I heard tales about how the evil communist USSR government would spy on its own citizens. We, however, were free because our patriotic forefathers had courageously rebelled against the most powerful king in the world, George of England. We have the Fourth Amendment, which states, “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated ...”

Then, in the ’70s, we learned that our own government had been illegally wiretapping and spying upon people such as anti-war Quaker groups and Martin Luther King Jr.

In 1978, Congress said “never again” and passed the FISA law, setting up a special court where the government could apply for secret warrants in legitimate matters of national security. President Bush has admitted that he has repeatedly violated the law by having telephone companies secretly record the phone conversations and e-mails of Americans without warrants. No one knows the scope of this illegal spying, not even Congress. Yet, Congress just passed a law condoning the past illegal spying and granting immunity to the lawbreakers. Bush violated the Constitution and the law, big telephone companies broke the law to help him, and Congress immunized them. Holy Liberty Bell, Batman, that’s how they do things in banana republics!

Congressman Denny Rehberg and Sen. Max Baucus voted to nullify the Constitution, Sen. Jon Tester followed his oath to uphold the Constitution. So, what are your constitutional rights worth? To Baucus they’re worth only $28,000. That’s the amount in “bribes” (he calls them “campaign contributions”) that the telecoms gave him. Rehberg sold out for only $11,500, but he always votes with Bush anyway.

If you value your freedom, tell Rehberg and Baucus at election time.

Golden Pen Award: Dissenting vote on eavesdropping bill, Judi Holmes, Billings Gazette July 13, 2008,  Fallon

A nay vote. I, as a private citizen, am very proud of my senator, Jon Tester. It seems everyday I lose more of my rights as an American - freedoms of speech, personal rights and limited pursuits of happiness. My opinion is public and my voice should be published if I should choose. I should not be spied on if I think differently than someone else's thoughts. It seems the way I view things should be my freedom as long as I don't hurt my fellow humans, even if I don't like them.

So yea to the Montana senator who respects my thoughts, words, e-mails, phone records and my Montana, USA rights.

Billings Gazette July 13, 2008, Senate compromises 4th Amendment, Rod Stoick, Laurel

Wednesday afternoon, the Senate voted for a bill that takes away your Fourth Amendment rights. Yes, the Fourth Amendment died a slow, agonizing, silent death. It wasn't even on the evening news. What is the Fourth Amendment?

"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized."

According to the Washington Post, (Oct. 13, 2007, pg. A1) the CEO of Quest, (the only telecom that refused to cooperate with the Bush administration's NSA warrantless wire-tap program in February 2001) testified that the company lost important NSA contracts after they refused, six months before 9/11!

The administration's claim that warrantless surveillance began only after 9/11 should have killed the recent FISA amendment to give retroactive immunity to telecoms, but it did not. In fact, there were three separate amendments that would have specifically addressed the immunity problem, but they were all defeated; the last one by only two votes.

Nevertheless, our Sen. Baucus and even Sen. Obama voted to keep FISA in effect even though they voted for each of the amendments against the immunity clause. Sen. Tester though, voted against it. Thus, with hardly a whimper, H.R. 6304 passed and killed your right to redress in government spying. The vote was 69 to 28.

So, do you feel any safer now? Well? Do you?

Inpeach him, Helena Independent

By Terry Lopuch - 07/13/08

Open letter to United States Democratic Senators Max Baucus and Jon Tester: I urge you to proceed with impeachment hearings against our current Commander In Chief! He is nothing more than a Politically Inept Goof.

Where is revolution, Missoula liberal?

Daniel Shevlin, Missoula, July 13, 2008

I just learned the other day that Nancy Pelosi is coming to Missoula this month.

Well, Missoula liberal, now is your chance to ask her why our troops are still in Iraq (and winning). After all, didn't she promise that, with a majority Democratic Congress, troops would be pulled out of Iraq "within one year"? Weren't the congressional elections of 2006 called the "great revolution" by more than one Missoula liberal?

Hey, you can ask her why her Congress has approval ratings that are now only

9 percent, according to the latest Rasmussen poll. That's 20 percentage points lower than George Bush!

Her liberal Democratic Congress has been in control for more than a year and a half. Why has unemployment continued to rise more than 1.5 percent?

I thought Pelosi said she would "tackle the economy head-on." What about fuel prices? Before Pelosi's "glorious revolution," we were paying an average of $2.05 a gallon for fuel. After Pelosi, we're paying $4.05 a gallon.

Hey, wait a minute? What's wrong with this picture? Why is there still violence in the Middle East? Pelosi said that, with her Democratic Congress, peace in the Middle East would be "realized."

She also claimed that this liberal Congress would be "reaching across the aisle in bipartisanship never before seen." She has bowed to Bush regarding so many issues that I can't even list them here.

In conclusion, a simple question for all Missoula liberals: Is this country better off now than it was before Pelosi and her Democrats took control of Congress in 2006? I guess as long as she has a "D" after her name, the liberal automatons will continue to support her and her cohorts, just as they've been programmed to do by our public school system and the media.

Protect principles of Constitution, Missoulian, July 2nd, Claire L. Kelly, Stevensville

On the Fourth of July, all across America, we celebrate our Declaration of Independence. This document, and our Constitution, express some of the highest ideals in human thought and experience. We are right to proudly celebrate them. But, we must do more than celebrate; we must renew our commitment to protect the principles contained therein. We must be ever vigilant that these principles are not treated as 18th century thoughts discussed only in classrooms.

Last week, a nationally prominent clergyman attacked what he alleged one presidential candidate’s religious beliefs to be. The clergyman claimed the candidate’s interpretations of certain Biblical passages were deficient and in error. The clergyman obviously voiced his denouncements with the intent to affect our upcoming presidential election.

How bizarre that this deliberate attempt to promote one acceptable national religious belief system should happen so close to our celebrating our founding documents, which clearly and unequivocally denounce such promotion.

The principles in the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution dovetail beautifully with the beliefs of many religions, including some that do not even use the Bible. However, our Declaration of Independence and our Constitution clearly and unequivocally ban the establishment of a state-sponsored set of religious beliefs. My Constitutional protection to believe as my conscience dictates is preserved only if I protect that right for all others. Any attempts to establish nationally “acceptable” belief systems is unconscionable, unconstitutional and detrimental to the fabric of our society.

P.S. If I were Queen, I’d yank such clergymen’s tax-exempt status so fast their heads would spin.

Letter: Rehberg votes for more government power, Leonard Dolan,

Billings Gazette June 30th, 2008

I think the people of this state may want to know why Rep. Rehberg voted for HR 6304, EISA Amendments Act of 2008. The vote was on June 20. Those who have been able to read HR6304 say it would provide retroactive immunity for telecom companies that engaged in illegal wiretapping without a warrant and would also give the president authority for unlimited search and seizure without a warrant.

Personally folks, I don't want the government to have that kind of power, do you? Imagine this: The government wants to tap your phone and search your house for whatever reason they come up with. Agents come in any time to look around. Do you actually trust the government?

This bill will get to the Senate. If any of you folks out there value the Fourth Amendment, better e-mail and call our two senators to vote this bill down.

Why did Rehberg vote for this bill? I want to know and so do others.

Media didn’t pick up on McCain’s lie

Patricia Herrick, Gold Creek, Missoulian, June 30, 2008

While I’ve not been a fan of either Barack Obama or Hillary Clinton, I have to object to the lack of any media speaking up on McCain’s new lie about Sen. Obama.

This is regarding his claim about Obama’s statement on rural Americans being bitter about religion and guns, but McCain claims Obama said “religion and the Constitution.” He then goes on to babble about the Constitution, as if Obama had really said Constitution and was objecting to the Constitution.

Shame on McCain, and more shame on the media who chose to ignore his statement. I am a “rural” American, and I could be called bitter, but not about religion or guns. It is about our Constitution being eroded away, not in the manner McCain uses and accuses.

Missoulian, June 27,‘08)

Don’t Tread on Me!  The Patriots of NEW America were direct about tyranny. If you engage in abuses of power & rule illegally, you will be cast aside. The Constitution rules; men and women do not. 

America has persisted & grown OLD, older than other Western democracies. Yet, this month Patriots across the nation are rising up with the same words on their lips. So, 35 Articles accusing the president and three Articles accusing the vice president of high & low crimes are filed, this June, by representatives in its Judiciary Committee (HRes 1258 &HRes 799). No less than a presidential candidate prosecuted them for five hours on June 9th (http://impeachment.kucinich.us/).

Congressional hearings have already exposed their vastly corrupt and abusive actions, ranging from subverting the Constitution and new legislation (signing statements refusing enforcement),  to waging fraudulent war, withholding privacy & timely challenges to imprisonment, & torturing and/or killing their prisoners.  Patriots, following George Washinton’s precedent, will not have it.

So, this July 4th, grass roots Americans are laying their grievances before their representatives in particular, demanding that they act upon their oaths of office to defend first the Constitution, not arrogant men and women pursuing absolute rule.  The rule of law will be upheld; breakers of law will be held to account.

For this cause, Montana Partners for Impeachment links with five regional impeachment organizations forming the National Impeachment Network: to inform, to mobilize, to demand by phone, by fax & in person that representatives do the will of the people through the House Judiciary, & bring these accusations to the House & Senate floors to publish and prove them.  Dither, and 25 more accusations will be filed.
Bruce Russell, Advisory Council MPFI

(http://www.mssrbooks.com/rotundao.htm)

William Crain, National Impeachment Network, MT Coordinator

Hold the deceivers accountable

Richard Miller, Hot Springs, Missoulian June 26, ‘08

Will those most to blame for the slaughter ever be held accountable?

It’s now clear that America’s leaders misled us into a war that has directly or indirectly killed over a million people. Yet those misleaders continue to hold positions of wealth and power. All indications are that they will retire to their mansions in comfort. Most of those they misled don’t seem terribly upset about it.

I guess it would just be too much trouble for us to press for justice in this. Easier to put petty thieves and drug dealers in prison and let the high and mighty get away with their crimes.

God bless America? It’s kind of hard to see why he should.

Letter: Price we’re paying for this war is far too steep By Jerry Kustich - 06/25/2008 MT Standard, Twin Bridges

God only knows what the Bush, Cheney et al. agenda was for lying this country into an atrocious elective war, but the cost on so many levels is absolutely devastating. The latest estimates for the total dollar amount is projected to be $2.7 trillion. The fact that our collective spirit has been stomped flat in the process is even more depressing. And though the Democrats are already being blamed for proposing to raise taxes, I have to wonder how those who supported this war figure that we should pay for it.

It doesn’t take an economic wizard to understand that the enormous drain on our country’s financial resources has tremendously devalued the dollar. On a recent trip to Canada, I had to pay more for Canadian currency for the first time in living memory. And to think we used to refer to the Canadian dollar as “funny money.” Who’s laughing now! A devalued U.S. dollar doesn’t go as far as it once did; hence our global economic stability teeters on the brink of disaster. Despite knuckleheaded leadership George Bush and his oily boy cronies have profited greatly from scamming the public while many of the folks who voted for them will be eating baloney sandwiches and drinking Kool-Aid for years to come.

The 9/11 attack was horrendous, but our country’s reaction to exact some sort of revenge is even more tragic, especially since the country that we attacked had nothing to do with it. Now Iraq is a mess, and so is our country. The situation is even more catastrophic than 9/11 itself. Massive amounts of money have disappeared into a black hole and there is little left to deal with the laundry list of problems facing our nation — not the least of which are the high number of acutely injured soldiers that Bush and the boys inexcusably ignore. And as the yellow ribbons on most folks’ cars fade into an apathetic gesture, soldiers are still dying.

This country has to get past its fascination with the glory of war. As this planet’s resources continue to dwindle, a future war will likely blow us back to the Stone Age. I am embarrassed that George W. Bush is the best that the so-called peace-loving Baby Boomers had to offer, and thanks to him our futures are bleak.

Petitions to address problems we face

Shawn Parker, Ronan, Missoulian Jun25

Amendment 1 (ratified Dec. 15, 1791) - freedom of religion, press, expression: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

On June 30, people all across America will be exercising their First Amendment right to petition for redress of grievances, by delivering petitions at the state offices of the senators and representatives.

The petitions will address issues that include: The Iraq invasion in violation of the War Powers Act; The Patriot Act’s violation of the privacy clauses; the federal gun control laws in violation of the Second Amendment; the direct, unapportioned taxes on labor in violation of the tax clauses; and other important issues.

We are serving legal notice and demand for redress to our elected officials.

“If money is wanted by Rulers who have in any manner oppressed the People, they may retain it until their grievances are redressed, and thus peaceably procure relief, without trusting to despised petitions or disturbing the public tranquility.” - Journals of the Continental Congress, 1:105-113.

We the people cannot elect our way out of tyranny. Any assertion that by electing either McCain or Obama we can cure the ills that now plague America is simply naive or based on a lack of information regarding the corrupting forces that truly influence and control our government and political process.

I would like to encourage you to research this issue and help me to educate your readers. I believe you have an obligation both moral and Constitutional to bring this information to your readers.

To learn more, please visit: www.givemeliberty.org/revolution.

Talk to Rehberg about impeachment
Tom Welch, The Missoulian, Jun 24th

Rep. Denny Rehberg voted against “investigating” the articles of impeachment against George Bush.

His only explanation to me was that President Bush was elected in 2004 and impeaching him would be divisive to our country. After I heard the 35 articles of impeachment, it made the reasons for past impeachments sound petty! 

I would like to know one way or the other. Either clear Bush’s name or punish him if he’s guilty. Our leaders need to be held accountable for their actions.

Do you think Rehberg was representing Montanans when he voted against impeachment? You can still contact Rehberg if you disagree with his vote. The articles will be reintroduced in 30 days. It is not too late.


Geatfallstribune, Jun 9th — Bill Rathbun,Hingham


This letter is in response to Daniel Shevlin's and Janis Samuels' letters to the editor.

You seem to automatically conclude that if someone has the audacity to not blindly agree with our current administration's policies, it makes that person an "unpatriotic, bloodthirsty, power-hungry liberal Democrat." What happened to simple "right or wrong" philosophy?

Shevlin, you claim that the liberal Democrats control two-thirds of our nation's government. There are three branches of government: Executive (Republican), Legislative (Democrat majority) and Judicial (conservative). If the president vetoes any legislation sent to him, what is the percentage of votes needed to override that veto? So much for a simple majority.

After only 18 months of a Democratic Congress, how can they be blamed for our nation's woes (festering for the last several decades)? Huge American and multi-national corporations have been running roughshod over our country and Democrats are to blame?

My friend, Dick Looby, is a decorated Vietnam War veteran. Are you? Looby has seen the ravages of war firsthand. Have you? Or are you like our "chicken hawk" president and vice president, willing to send our youth to war to salvage "Daddy's" image and protect our "struggling" oil companies' interests in the Middle East?

Looby would be on the front lines of this war if the cause was just.

My question to you two is: Why do we have to draw lines in the sand, saying people are "either with us or against us?" Why do we have to be ultra-conservative or ultra-liberal? Why can't we just be Americans?

Dad taught me Justice, Billings Gazette, June 22,’08, William Crain

"When in the course of human events…" The meaning of the US Constitution applies to family and daily life, how else should one live? 
As a high schooler I was wild and self indulgent. I did things like stealing and lying (and things Dad never knew) but one day he confronted me with incontrovertible evidence and i was impeached for my crimes and misdemeanors. That is to say I had to respond to the charges against me. 
The meaning of 'Misdemeanors' is of a higher magnitude as expressed in Article II Section 4 of the Constitution, like torture, circumventing the laws of this nation with 'signing statements', hiring incompetent and inexperienced cronies to head Gov't agencies. And, I wasn't guilty of misprisions, like outing a US undercover agent or creating secret laws. 
My lying didn't kill thousands predicated on phony manipulated evidence nor my stealing a few cars result in the deeply depleted US Treasury coffers. I didn't fail to take the attack warnings seriously; I didn't obstruct investigations of 9/11. I didn't breach the Posse Comitatus Act, above all I didn't deconstruct the 2nd Amendment- our safety and security was never at stake from Iraq. These are High Crimes.
Dad didn't say "that since Graduation was so close that I could continue "stealing and lying" NO. He felt that the Constitution was clear, there must be Justice otherwise there can be NO Peace. If Reagan had been impeached for selling arms for hostages and illegally backing terrorism in Central America we might not be at this crossroads now. But we are, and it is imperative for the people to demand their representatives investigate these 35 articles now. Not waiting until' graduation' - There is no Peace without Justice and Justice denied exacerbates the High Crimes and Misdemeanors we as a nation are faced with, allowing it to spread to other administrations. 
We are indebted to the entire constitution. The articles of Impeachment are one of if not the most important part of the Constitution according to the author, James Madison. It protects us from tyranny. 

Viet Nam disabled Combat Inf Vet WIA '68 drafted 
“Rubber-Stamp Rehberg & Bush Sent Country ‘Down the Tubes’” Missoulian, June 10 Richard Buley, Missoula
Recent polls show that 73 percent of Montanans believe that the country is on the wrong track. Certainly, this isn’t surprising. It is surprising, though, that 52 percent of these same people would vote to keep Denny Rehberg as Montana’s representative. Since Rehberg was elected to Congress in 2000, he has been one of the most reliable supporters of the Bush administration’s disastrous policies.

When Rehberg arrived in Congress, indicted Republican Tom DeLay was the speaker of the House. Rubber-stamp Rehberg voted with DeLay and Bush a remarkable 97.5 percent of the time. During the next Congress, from 2002 to 2004, Lapdog Denny voted with DeLay and Bush 96.6 percent of the time. In the next Congress, Rehberg gave Bush what he wanted 96 percent of the time.

Obviously, Rehberg was one of Bush’s most reliable rubber stamps in sending our country down the tubes. Why in the world would anyone, especially those who recognize that our country is seriously off-track, vote for one of the people responsible for driving the bus off the cliff? Rehberg has been in Republican politics his entire adult life. He was a lieutenant governor for Mark Racicot, who infamously sold Montana down the river by deregulating utilities. Racicot became an oil company lobbyist and Rehberg went to Washington to vote for the GOP agenda. You may not be doing well, but Exxon and Halliburton are absolutely boffo!

George Bush couldn’t have given us $9 trillion in debt, sent 4,000 soldiers to early graves and ruined our economy without the loyal help of yes men like Rehberg. Montanans recognize that it’s time to change the direction of our country. To change the direction of our country, we need to change our congressman.

Administration has defaced democracy

Rick Wheeler, Missoulian  Jun 4

Bush was right when he talked about appeasement.

We allowed a gang of thugs to take over a democracy and turn it into a dictatorship. We allowed it to spy on its own, to suspend habeas corpus, to use “enhanced interrogation techniques” (the Nazi’s definition of torture) and invade a country under false pretenses.

The appeasers were Nancy “Impeachment is off the table” Pelosi and Harry “Wa wa I don’t have enough votes” Reid.

What audacity! Bush, don’t you realize that Israel hasn’t forgotten that your grandfather made millions doing business with the Nazis? Remember, most of the Nazi sympathizers were Republicans.

Thank you, Wanda LaCroix. I now have three of your letters taped to my locker!



Recall lawmakers complicit in abuses
Thomas Welch, Lolo, The Missoulian, 18 May

It appears there is sufficient evidence that the Bush administration may have intentionally deceived the American people in order to justify a pre-emptive attack on Iraq.

There is also reason to be concerned this administration is violating the civil rights of Americans through the Patriot Act.

Certain representatives and senators in Washington, D.C., should also face recall for their co-operation in the above matters via their failure to use and enforce the balance of governmental powers as set forth by our Founding Fathers. They are guilty of these crimes by failing to act against them.


Open Letter to Pat Williams (edited)

MIKE MOSOLF, Dillon, May 11th

...It is time for change, Pat.  In 2006 Democrats and millions of malcontents voted for regime change.  United, we demanded congressional investigation centered on the Bush administration’s violation of national and international law.  Unfortunately, newly elected Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi stepped up to your metaphorical women’s tee and hooked one into the first hole bunker.  Before sticking her head deep in the sand trap, and much to the chagrin of “ We the People” informed everyone that impeachment investigation was “off the table.”  At that point, we (United States) lost a wonderful opportunity to show the world we take seriously as well as honor the universality of truth and justice.

,,,But one thing is clear, Senator Obama advocates real change!  He voted against the oil grab (my words) and occupation of Iraq and understands the enemy is located in the Afghanistan-Hindu Kush theaters of operation, not old Mesopotamia.

Mr. Obama has demonstrated the ability to unite young and old (I’m 70), black and white, men and women and more importantly unite the world by stating he will seek to engage the international community in intelligent conversation, a welcome change from George Bush and Dick Cheney maladroit behaviors on the world stage.

It’s time to unite behind Barack Obama and start the campaign against John McCain and his love affair with the failed Bush Doctrine.


Germaine Conrad, Missoulian, Mar 2,08

We deserve the government we allow

Percentages of our population vary each day but it is clear the vast majority of the U.S. citizenry wants the war in Iraq to end and our occupation of that forlorn country ended within five years.

Why will this not happen? Because the war profiteers, the number of which has ballooned steadily, are not finished draining the U.S. Treasury. As you, dear reader, notice more and more human services lose funding - some which will actually affect people you know and like - you now will know the reason why.

Apparently lots of parasites of tragedy who provide the machines and muscle for so-called "rebuilding" from a war or a hurricane - whatever is available, believe they're going to take their million-dollar marbles with them when they leave this life. They certainly care nothing for the millions of lives in this country as well as other countries, who are affected by the flow of money from the government into their pockets.

And this administration, consisting of ilk who belong behind bars for their treasonous destruction of this country's finances (and those of other countries) and our constitution, incites fewer letters to the editor than does the arrival of a Hooters restaurant.

When I was young I thought such political misdeeds were the mainstay of politics. If you are under 40, these activities are not normal. If you are over 40 and are distancing yourself from the dirt of the day, you can be ashamed of yourself. We are responsible for the transformation of this country from a generous, proud, capable entity to one reviled by most of the world. If not you, who will actually protect us from the depredations of this scheming, government-hating government of ours?

We, the people, deserve the government we allow.

Joe Knotek, Missoulian Jan 7, 2008

Iraq war

Baucus should lead us out of conflict

An open letter to Sen. Max Baucus regarding the war:

Previous letters from you quote, that though you favor a withdrawal of our troops, we must continue “funding” our troops. My point is that continuing to “fund” our troops with no definite withdrawal plan is no plan at all and will not work.

I have asked you repeatedly: “What is your plan to get our troops out of Iraq?” So far I’ve never received any letter stating your plan, only that you are funding the troops - the same old rhetoric. So am I to surmise that you are with the president in his ill-fated approach to this war?

Is this being “politically correct”? Perhaps too many political strings attached to the Republican side?

With 30-plus years in Congress and losing a nephew in this unneeded war, why are you not stepping up to the plate in a leadership role to get our troops out of Iraq?

Will it take 58,000 of our troops to die, like in Vietnam, to wake up to the fact that this war was not needed, a president lied and the president and Congress were arrogant, to end this fiasco?

Sen. Baucus, stand up, speak out and do what you were elected to do. Stop the political ball-bouncing. Take a strong lead in getting our troops out of Iraq - now! Make your voice heard!

Don Gisselbeck, Missoula (same edition)

Interrogation

Torture won’t glean accurate information

I’m sure the enhanced interrogation techniques so ably defended by Mark Bowden (Opinion, Jan. 2) are quite effective. Had Abu Zubaydah’s questioners asked, they could have found out who was responsible for the Gunpowder Plot and the Boston Massacre.

Richard Buley, Missoulian Dec. 26th

Iraq war

Lawmakers should not support funding

On Dec. 18, Sens. Baucus and Tester and Rep. Rehberg voted to give President Bush another $70 billion, no strings attached, to continue the Iraq debacle. Both senators say they continue to cave in to Bush because they wish to support the troops. Rehberg, of course, votes however Bush wants. None of Montana's representatives in Congress has ever voted to deny Bush funding for his war. Since the beginning of the war, 3,896 soldiers have died and 28,661 have been wounded.

How many soldiers have to die or be maimed before our senators and congressman will stop their support of the killing? How many will it take before Baucus, Tester and Rehberg stand up to George Bush? Is there a number, or is it infinite? What has Bush ever done competently in executing this war that justifies the endless supply of blank checks they keep giving him?

Ironically, on Dec. 20, the BBC published a poll of Iraqis showing that 75 percent believe that their security situation will not improve until occupation forces are gone, and less than 5 percent believe that our occupation has improved their country. Polls show that about 70 percent of Americans want us out of Iraq. Why do we continue to be there when neither Iraqis nor Americans want us there?

As we approach the five-year anniversary of our invasion of Iraq, our army is stretched to the limit as soldiers serve multiple tours for 18 months at a time. Yet our representatives continue to "support the troops" by giving the most fraudulent and inept Commander in Chief in our history whatever he wants.

Baucus, Tester and Rehberg: If this is truly what you believe is support for the troops, please stop.

December 12, 2007, The Missoulian

Susan Flanagin 

Iran:Don't let U.S. start another war

It is difficult to feel love and peace toward all people when a select few are promoting warfare. It is impossible for me to support a president who led us into one disastrous war based on false information, and is reported to want to do it again in Iran. Now we know that Iran halted its weapons program long ago. President George Bush claimed he “only learned of the new intelligence assessment last week.” Not true! According to the Washington Post, National Security Adviser Stephen Hadley said “Bush was first told in August or September about intelligence indicating Iran had halted its weapons program.”

Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney must not be allowed to start another war. Please consider contacting our lawmakers to act now and make it very clear that Bush has no authority to strike Iran.

December 3rd Missoulian 2007

David Johnson, Missoula

Iraq war: Administration should be prosecuted

There was a time in my life when we knew better than to fight a war with war profiteers. As I recall, war profiteering was a despicable crime before Bush decided to put his army of mercenaries in place to undermine the mission of the U.S. Army. Then again, in the last few years the politicians have legalized a lot of the abuse of power that Bush is not only guilty of but should be impeached for.

I hold the entire U.S. Congress responsible for legalizing Bush's abuse of power through the passage of new laws like the 2006 Military Commissions Act, and through the different incarnations of the Patriot Act. In fact, it was revealed this year that former Attorney General Alberto Gonzales fired eight U.S. prosecutors by using a provision of the Patriot Act that allowed him to appoint new ones without congressional oversight. Congress is now “rethinking” that provision. It's a classic example of the many legalizations of the abuse of power by this Congress of traitors.

We, the previously apathetic majority, remain poised to throw all the incumbents out, so they had better keep on retiring while they still have the choice.

*

This won't be over for Bush when he leaves office. Subpoenas will follow him and other members of the Bush regime for the rest of their lives, if they don't actually land in prison - where they belong. Just recently, former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld beat a hasty retreat from France because people there wanted to bring him to trial over his association with our heinous torture policies. Mark my words, Bush is a war criminal who will be brought to court when his term is over.

November 14, 2007 Missoulian

Bob McClellan, Polson

War on terror

Love, not fear, is the answer

The latest round in the Bush administration's futile war on terror comes in the form of continuing to back Pakistan President Gen. Pervez Musharraf's dictatorial tactics.

The significance and dangers of international terrorist groups had been missed by not only the present Bush administration, but administrations preceding this one. But with Sept. 11 it was all very suddenly put right on our doorstep for all to see.

Ever since that date, the Bush administration has not done one thing to properly address international terrorism. The worst blunders were Bush's “go it alone” attitude, his timetable, his arrogance and his rejection of very credible advice from Middle East scholars.

This administration's actions have actually stoked the fires of international terrorism. We have incited hatred toward the United States of America among many radical religious groups throughout the world. Our actions have caused new groups to form, new religious factions to compete for power, and have increased Middle Eastern resistance to our intrusions.

Fear is the main weapon our present administration holds over our heads. Fear is a choice for each of us. Fear is guiding many in our legislative and executive branches today.

There was a man who walked the earth 2,000 years ago teaching truth. His name was Jesus. He had a message of how to overcome fear, and he has the same message today. His message is, “Teach [demonstrate] only love, for that is what you are.”

And this does not mean being a doormat by any stretch of the imagination. It means acting from wisdom, from faith, from true discernment, from reason, from compassion, from listening and from a sense of inner peace and a thought system based on love.

October 12, 2007 Missoulian

Iraq Angela Bennett, Missoula

Immediate withdrawal would help region

It strikes me as almost comically irrational to accept George W. Bush’s judgment as to the necessity of his surge in Iraq, given the evidence we now have for his colossal lack of judgment. He tells us it is only our presence there that can stabilize that country, even though it is precisely our presence there that has destabilized it.

Why should Iraq’s Shiite government share its power with opposing factions when we continue to make it possible for this government to monopolize the power? Why should the Sunnis refuse al-Qaida’s help if al-Qaida is willing to support them against it n and us?

Coalition forces have simply become one more pawn to be used and discarded when expedient. And doesn’t it seem a little self-centered to believe the U.S. is the only country that can prevent a larger regional war? Despite the Middle East’s failings in other areas, we sell it short, I think, when we overlook its ability to manage its own conflicts. Not only did it end the war between Iran and Iraq n which was prolonged, if anything, by our selling of arms to both sides n but it also ended the long civil war in Lebanon, whose peace was brokered, not by us, but by the Saudis and the Syrians.

I believe our immediate withdrawal from Iraq would not only open the way to similar peace-making initiatives by the Arab League, the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the United Nations, but would make it possible for us to start devoting our resources, or what is left of them, to helping Syria, Jordan and Lebanon resettle the 2.5 million refugees our invasion has created. It might also enable us to start talking to Iran and Syria about our mutual interest in an al-Qaida-free Middle East, rather than threatening these countries with invasion and regime change. When was the last time we heard this?

Charles Berger, Missoulian 28 Sept.

Show loyalty to country rather than Bush

Since when does liberal mean “against” President Bush’s criminal war of revenge and conservative means for this war. Both are misleading and asinine labels.

Senator Baucus is a Bush toady - has been and will continue to be such. That’s his cut like the rest of the Republicans, but he can bring home the pork. That’s what makes him a good guy n yeah.

What’s needed in this government is loyalty to this country rather than to the Bush/Cheney regime. Some backbone would help, but those are rare traits in Congress and certainly not in evidence in the Montana delegation.

As long as the money flows to this criminal war, it will be Bush’s successor who dons the albatross around the neck. Bush/Cheney walk off with fatter wallets and the same amount of courage and loyalty to this country they had when they arrived. None.

Mr. Lange is stretching. He more than likely would have gone right along wit the other Republican wimps on the war vote. Who is he trying to kid. Bush/Cheney are all but gone. He’s safe to claim anything now. Where is a choice? A third party n of more liars? They all want your vote n and money. Anything can be said. Don’t forget to vote, and do say the Pledge of Allegiance or some other chants n upon entering and leaving the voting booth.

-Jack Schultz, Missoula

Wanda L. LaCroix, Arlee Missoulian Sept 27, 2007

Bush should resign in disgrace

An open letter to President Bush:

Your recent speech did not convince me that you are right about the invasion and occupation of Iraq. To the contrary, watching your speech only served to convince me all over again what a complete and utter travesty your entire presidency has been.

Please, do one thing right and salvage some of that “dignity” you promised you'd “restore” to the White House. You swore on the Bible to uphold the Constitution and you have failed miserably. The only thing left to do is to resign and take Dick Cheney with you.

*

The American people would be forever grateful. Historians would say, “At least he did one thing that was useful, dignified and the right thing to do for the good of the nation.”

One thing is better than none.

Charles Berger, Missoulaian 20 Sept.
President Bush
Republican principles have disappeared

I saw President Bush on TV last week. He was talking about U.S. loyalty to Iraq. We haven't pledged loyalty to Iraq. We are occupiers of their country. The war isn't about democracy. It is about billions for Halliburton and oil contracts perpetrated in the name of democracy. Bush promises democracy while 2,000 Iraqis abandon their homes each day to join two million Iraqi refugees. Bush's only exit strategy on the war is to keep it going until January 2009.

U.S. government agencies are in shambles because the administrative positions are populated with incompetent cronies of the Bush presidency. U.S. troops are on their fourth rotation. The war costs $10 billion a month. U.S. national debt is $56 trillion. China holds a trillion dollars in U.S. bonds. The dollar is at an all-time low and foreign countries dangerously hold our IOUs. The sub-prime scandal will dump $500 million of debt into the U.S. economy. Outsourcing makes U.S. corporations rich, while we lose our industrial capacity to China. Illegal aliens flood the U.S., gaining in political power and capitalizing on welfare subsidies. Homeland Security is a multi-billion dollar joke. The U.S. is facing serious recession in August 2008.

Republicans steadfastly continue to support Bush - not out of economic or national security principles, but from dogmatic support of party principles which no longer exist. In short, Republicans are no longer Republicans. They continue to run for election on the basis of family values, protect children, abortion and gay marriage worn out issues from the past eight years that pale in comparison to real issues facing the nation's future the war and the economy.

Norman Wade, Missoulian Aug 14

Bush administration

Help corral our corrupt leader

To Mrs. Nancy Pelosi and Mr. Denny Rehberg:

I strongly fear your lack of responsibility to the American public by honoring the freedoms of the Constitution and allowing this mentally corrupt president and his staff and administration to continue to act in a strictly dictatorial manner will soon bring you to a total state of rebellion and revolution. What do you think?

I continue to have hopes that you will open your brains and eyes and act to limit this administration's powers and policies and regain some balance and control to our government.

Bush administration Missoulian

13 Aug. Joyce Pritchard, Missoula

Impeachment is our only option

Impeachment of Bush and Cheney is a rational and proper response to the constitutional crisis created by their actions, which make them superior to Congress and the rule of law. If we do not put a stop to these actions now, we are giving more authority to fewer hands than our founders could have imagined or allowed.

For example, the invoking of “executive privilege” for everything from providing requested evidence, barring advisers from giving testimony to Congress to the use of torture, warrantless wiretapping, etc., is seriously undermining our democratic government.

We cannot and must not let this continue unchecked, and the only option is the action outlined in our Constitution - impeachment.

July 3, Missoulian Lucien Hut, Missoula

Republicans responsible for mess

We are responding to the letter of June 22 by Jordan McCann stating that the Democrats are destroying the U.S.

Obviously Mr./Ms. McCann has his/her heart in the right place for America. Unfortunately, McCann is blaming the wrong party for destroying the American dream. It is the Democrats who want to stop this insane, immoral war by lifting our soldiers out of the Middle East snake pit to save their physical and mental lives. However, headed by the oil kings Bush, Cheney and Queen Condoleezza Rice, the Republicans are lowering them deeper into the pit.

Their lies for starting and continuing the war are staggering. Motivated by their greed for the 20 trillion-plus barrels of Iraqi oil, they claim God is on their side and that they are above the law. Their unconstitutional actions have included rendition, torture, secret prisons, murder and spying like the Gestapo. Their black angels of death have flown halfway around the world to bomb an untold number of innocent Iraqi people with “shock and awe.”

Little or no awareness has been shown for the failure to occupy the Middle East by England, France and Russia in recent years. Luckily, now many American generals are speaking out against this insane war.

It is highly unlikely that the U.S. will ever leave Iraq, since we have already built 14 large military bases and one of the largest embassies in the world. The megalithic corporations will continue to push for privatization of the Iraqi oil fields. It matters not what the cost is in lives, or how the economy and fabric of American lifestyle are being ripped apart. McCann would do well to research more who the evil-doers are and stop following Fox News and Rush Limbaugh.

July 2, Missoulian Ron Perrin, Missoula

Missoulian editorial on a Resolution: a chance to send a message

The Missoulian editorial of June 27 argues that it is the business of our elected representatives in Washington, not the Missoula City Council, to make decisions regarding military action. It goes on to caution that in attempting to influence these representatives, we should limit our efforts to such individual actions as phone calls and letters. Along the way, the editorial cites Article 1, Section 8 that gives Congress the power to declare war.

Fine, but there are several problems here. First, the editorial writer must be aware that Congress has never exercised this power in the case of the Iraq war. Instead, the war is a feature of the war on terrorism that George Bush initiated on Sept. 12, 2001 when he chose to describe the attacks of 9/11 as “acts of war.” Congress has effectively abdicated the responsibility to which the editorial would have us defer.

Second, by assuming it is only as individual citizens that we influence our representatives, the editorial ignores the many ways individuals express their collective will through membership in a variety of institutions - corporations, labor unions, service organizations and so on - none of which exist for the purpose of petitioning the federal government. The opportunity to influence that government as members of an incorporated body such as the city of Missoula has ample precedent.

Finally, the editorial would have us wait until the next set of elections to speak most directly to the Congress and the presidency. Aside from the fact that the last elections have been widely interpreted as having done precisely that on the issue of maintaining the present course, this is asking us to postpone the decision while the casualties and costs of the war continue to mount.

None of these objections should be interpreted as disrespect for those who opposed the forthcoming resolution. As a veteran, I think I understand their anger and their concern for how passage of this resolution might be read by those who have served, are serving, or will serve in Iraq. But I would respectfully submit that, in the end, it is esprit de corps that trumps all other considerations.

These men and women fight and die for one another more than for any of the many causes the Bush administrations has conjured up. As long as they are kept there, that will be the case. There is nobility in that. But it is a sad, if not tragic, nobility.

June 29 Missoulian  R.L. Bissell, Stevensville

Iraq war

Bringing troops home a show of support

I read a well-intentioned letter that equated support for the troops with support for the war. I believe we must learn the distinction. Wars are created by politicians who we all know can be prompted by less-than-honorable motives. Wars are fought by soldiers who serve and die and deserve all recognition and honor for their ultimate sacrifice.

To support all war is to suggest that politicians are beyond error. This would mean that German citizens in World War II were “unpatriotic” by trying to depose Hitler, that Japanese citizens who opposed Pearl Harbor were “un-Japanese,” that those who protested Vietnam were “helping the enemy” or that any aggression, regardless of motive, must be followed blindly by the citizens of that country. This is simply not the case.

The reader asks God to bless the country. He has, by creating a system where we can question our leaders without being arrested (unlike prewar Germany). It is the duty of governments, even local ones, to speak out against injustice and wrong wherever it lies. There is no greater way to support our troops than by speaking the truth and bringing them home before another single life is sacrificed.

June 29 Missoulian 

Richard Conviser, Missoula

Vice president

Dick Cheney has both lied and spied

Dick Cheney has lied to the American people and spied upon them, instituted abusive and secret government activities, and refused to abide by the president’s executive order requiring his office to disclose its secret activities. The grounds he cited for the latter was the absurd claim that his office was not in the executive branch of the government, although in 2001 he refused to disclose what energy industry representatives he’d met with secretly to draft energy policy. He wants to have it both ways. We need to say, “No way.”

June 21 Montana Standard by Mike Mosolf, Dillon

Time to restore our constitutional rights

It would be difficult to find a sane person in Montana who needs to be informed how badly things are going in Iraq. But people in Montana should also be reminded of how the Bush administration continues to erode our American values, values clearly   defined in both the U.S. and Montana constitutions.

Our democratic tradition demands habeas corpus and due process for all people and that extraordinary rendition and torture are not components of "due process." It is truly unbelievable we have to debate what constitutes torture. Torture is torture for God's sake!

All is not lost because American patriots are about to take a stand against neo-   fascism. On Tuesday, June 26, we the people will participate in a National Day of Action to Restore Law and Justice. A rally co-sponsored by Amnesty International, National Religious Campaign Against Torture, the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and the American Civil Liberties Union will take place at our national Capitol   in Washington, D.C.

What better place than Washington, D.C. to voice your complaints? Our capital city, a known hotbed for corrupt lobbyists, international criminals, war profiteers, and assorted riffraff of all political stripes, is a great arena for patriots to meet face-to-face with our alleged democratically elected lawmakers. This could be the first "surge" in a "long, hard slog" needed to show the world we have not completely   abrogated our sense of equality and social justice. The Day of Action will send a strong message to the entire world that we are not just a nation of "Hiltonese," materialistic fools more than willing to turn the republic over to a unitary executive whose main job is to privatize the world's second- largest known oil reserve.

I, for one, am tired of seeing my country being the target of ridicule and contempt, the result of six years of inept leadership, unabashed deceit and public apathy. On June 26, stand with your fellow Americans and the ACLU in a historic effort to  restore our America.

For more information and to add your voice by signing the Campaign to Restore Our  Constitutional Rights, go to www.juneaction.org. As part of this all-out effort, people across the nation are coming together to demand the restoration of our rights and a return to the values embodied in the Constitution.

June 15 Missoulian C. LeRoy Anderson, Missoula 

Alberto Gonzales

A few verses about being clueless:

His name is Gonzales

Who often does gall us.

He sounds like he hasn’t a clue.

Attorneys were fired

Though most were admired.

Amnesia may yet get him through.

June 13 Missoulian Wanda LaCroix, Arlee
Bush administration
This president will not escape history

Gluttony, the third deadly sin, recently eradicated the right Rev. Jerry Falwell from this Earth.

Falwell's Moral Majority was crucial in resurrecting the Republican Party after Watergate - much the way religious posturing still seeks to redeem the South's glory after slavery.

In a cruel twist of fate, nary a soul of any significance from the Republican Party deemed it advantageous to pay their respects at Falwell's final farewell. I can't help wishing upon a star for this to be a good omen. Not to jinx it, but let's cross our fingers that superstition will finally give way to reason in this country.

*

George W. Bush, the infallible answer to theo-con prayers, has operated a blatantly corrupt administration but hasn't been held accountable by our system of checks and balances. Who anointed him pope, anyway?

Falwell, James Dobson, Pat Robertson, et al, ordained Bush II as God's chosen president of the United States. Do you suppose this was the best an omniscient deity could provide or were these Holy Rollers deceitful about their pipeline to the Almighty? For the sake of our democracy, Bush's utter failure should forever dispossess them of credibility.

What a shame that pride and greed, the first and sixth deadly sins, are not as fatal as gluttony.

In glaring deviation from the great Republican president Abe Lincoln, Bush is unconcerned with history. “History,” he shrugged. “We won't know. We'll all be dead.” Lincoln, however, prophetically proclaimed: “Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history. The fiery trial through which we pass will light us down, in honor or dishonor, to the latest generation.”

Lincoln ranks among our best presidents, but George II is indisputably among our worst, if not the worst, in America's history. Even a peanut farmer can figure that out.

June 4 Missoulian, Sean Satake, Missoula

Rule of law has been broken

I believe the discussion about impeachment focuses on the following issues: warrantless surveillance, misleading Congress on the reasons for the Iraq war, violating laws against torture and subverting the Constitution’s separation of powers.

A few of the more solid accusations against the president are as follows: 1. Under the United Nations Charter, which is a binding international treaty ratified by the United States, it is illegal to attack another nation except when authorized by the Security Council or when necessary for self-defense, and then only for as long as necessary to get the matter to the Security Council.

The Security Council unanimously passed Resolution 1441 that found Iraq in material breach of prior resolutions and warned of “severe consequences” if Iraq did not comply. But that resolution also explicitly stated that the Security Council remained seized of the issue and the United States assured the other members that Resolution 1441 did not authorize it to attack Iraq.

2. President Bush allegedly directed the wiretapping of hundreds, possibly thousands, of Americans, in violation of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act. Impeachment can be defined as a constitutional process whereby the House of Representatives may “impeach” (accuse of misconduct) high officers of the federal government for trial in the Senate. So we don’t really need to have “proof,” just reasonable suspicion that these illegal acts have taken place.

When you take into consideration that we impeached former President Clinton for the far less serious charges of perjury and obstruction of justice, I think impeachment is a very appropriate thing to discuss. Whether you believe the president is innocent or guilty of these charges, you have to agree that the rule of law must be applied equally and fairly to all branches of government.

(Same edition) Richard Buley, Missoula

U.S. in Iraq

How many deaths will it take to end war?

How many have to die? How many Americans have to die in Iraq before you’ll finally do something? Those are the questions I posed to our Sens. Baucus and Tester when they both voted against the Feingold bill to withdraw troops from Iraq, and when they voted to borrow more money to continue Bush’s never-ending war. I have yet to receive a reply.

Both Baucus and Tester say they oppose the war, but neither has ever voted against continuing it. Both say they voted to continue borrowing for the war because they don’t want to imperil the safety of the troops. Somehow, they think that keeping the troops in Iraq under the command of Bush is safer for the troops than bringing them home. That reasoning didn’t do much for the 200 troops killed in the last two months.

After getting his money, Bush stated that the violence will be even worse this summer. The troops won’t be safe; rather, Bush says they’ll die at an even faster rate.

I write that they voted to borrow the money to continue the killing of Americans because the bill is another “supplemental funding bill.” That means that the money is not part of the budget.

Since the budget is in deficit, it means Congress will borrow the $100 billion. The total borrowed for Iraq is half a trillion dollars. That’s enough to provide free health care to all Americans, or to provide enough for Social Security to be solvent forever.

Not only is Congress giving Bush the money to continue the killing, our kids get to pay for it.

As of May 24, 3,441 American troops have died and 26,188 have been wounded. I ask again, how many more is enough?

(same edition) John H. Schultz, Missoula 

Bush administration

Regime’s crimes must be investigated

A lowly patriotic taxpaying citizen voter has no way of proving innocence or guilt of high crimes by the exalted office of the president. The best this citizen has is “feelings” n and a singular vote.

A few decades ago, a president who proclaimed, “Your president is not a crook” was on the way to being proved a crook. He found some honor and resigned. He was forced to hand over presidential papers n and tapes. On Nov. 1, 2001, President Bush signed Executive Order No. 13233 which effectively hides papers of this regime from the public forever.

What is being hidden? You can bet it isn’t lily-white platitudes. Maybe hiding things for national defense and security. Try balderdash on that. As our Republican senior senator says, “Let’s level the playing field. A crook is going to hide whatever can be hidden. Happens everyday.”

To obtain any semblance of a level playing field it will take a Congress with loyalty to this country, and backbone, neither in large supply in this Congress, to delve into potential high crimes of this regime. Certainly impeachment won’t necessarily be the end result. When the truth is known about the events of Sept. 11, 2001, and the reasons for invading Iraq, Benedict Arnold compared to G. Bush and R. Cheney will look like a loyal, faithful, true-blue patriotic American.Hey, that’s my feeling and belief.

May 28th Billings Gazette, William Crain, Vietnam disabled veteran

Billings

It's time to end the war. Now. 

As a lifelong Yellowdog Democrat, I sure don't want to hear any song and dance why you want this illegal invasion and illegal occupation to continue. Voting for the blank-check no timeline is tantamount to waging the war. Please, I want to be able to stand and respect you for not having a spineless oatmeal backbone and not giving me some squirrelly strategy about vetoes and '08 presidency. This is not some dress rehearsal.

Do not melt down.

May 23 Missoulian Robert Wolosin, Missoula

U.S. Congress

Democrats failed to act on promises

Democrats have majorities in both houses of Congress. They have done little but surrender, capitulate and surrender some more since the day we gave them those majorities. One of the things we have heard is that they will attach the forgotten minimum wage increase now to the new total surrender version of the Iraq supplemental. Somebody please explain to us why with a majority in both houses of Congress they could not have put the minimum wage provision on the president's desk months ago.

Some say they will “seek other opportunities later this year to challenge Bush's handling of the unpopular conflict.” There will be other opportunities for gratuitous grandstanding. But there will be few other opportunities for ending this insane occupation, short of impeachment (itself a necessity), UNLESS the Democrats stick to their guns just one time.

(Same edition) Michael E. East, Missoula
War in Iraq
Bush needs to wake up, listen to people

Once again, our illustrious President George W. still thinks we should be sacrificing people to get the oil out of Iraq and not the weapons of mass destruction we were told was the reason we went to Iraq.

Thousands of people here lost their lives in Iraq and we are mired down there worse than ever. Any normal person can look at this situation in Iraq and see that we are doing absolutely no good. On the other hand, we have big competitors such as Halliburton with big investments there, and then feel we must stay no matter what.

The people of the USA spoke and they are fed up with it. Mr. Bush, get the hint. The Republican members in the Senate and House are sitting up and taking notice and listening to the people. Hopefully by the time W. vetoes the bill the Senate has sent to him to sign about a pullout of Iraq next spring, they will have enough votes to override the veto.

We impeach President Clinton for having an affair with Monica, but we won't touch W. for a sham of WMD in Iraq, where thousands have lost their lives and many more are serving two or more tours. Wake up W. and listen to the people. But as the scarecrow said in “The Wizard of Oz,” “If I only had a brain.”

Michael E. East, Missoula

May 21, 2007 Missoulian P.A. Williams, St. Ignatius

Bush administration

Time to impeach is now

How can it be possible that every truth that is given, day in and day out, about the administration that has ruined our country is totally ignored by the Congress, which swore to uphold the wishes of the people of the United States? Get Gonzales, Bush, Cheney, Rice, Wolfowitz, Rummy - all of them - out. Try them, convict them and imprison them.

This is beyond anything I have ever seen in my very long life. It is disgraceful and unbelievable that what we elected, hoping and praying that there would be some relief to this incessant, never-ending rat's nest of liars and thieves, is just more rats. Why, why, why will you not act? What are you waiting for? How can any of us ignore what is happening here?

I used to wonder how Saddam got away with his crimes against humanity. Well, now we have dozens of Saddams in the White House doing the same things right here. If you think, since we do nothing but give a green light to every crime that the administration commits, that they will step down in 2008, think again. Impeach, impeach, impeach, impeach, impeach.

The name White House needs to be changed. White implies purity on some ridiculous level. Anyone can see that there is no heart or compassion dwelling in this place of atrocities and outrage. House of Crime and Evil seems more apropos.

Missoulian, May 7, 2007 Stephen Wells, Florence

Bush administration

Cheney should be impeached Vice President Dick Cheney has subverted the U.S. Constitution, subverted the rule of law, and subverted the role and functions of U.S. intelligence agencies. These crimes have defrauded us into an illegal war and an illegal occupation of a sovereign foreign nation. Our  Constitution demands impeachment for these crimes against the American people and these crimes; it's the rule of law.

No one is above the law. Cheney must be impeached.

HR333, the articles of impeachment introduced in the House of  Representatives, must be considered by the full House and acted upon.

America either stands for the rule of law and our Constitution, or we will stand for anything, no matter how treasonous, criminal or fraudulent.

As a voter and a citizen, I call upon my representatives to do their duty: Put the country first and put considerations of party loyalty and the '08 elections second, for once.

Missoulian May 1, 2007 James Azzara 

States, cities must start impeachment

No matter how appalled you get at the Bush administration you just can't keep up.

If it isn't more horror stories about the illegal Iraqi invasion that Bush & Co. lied the country into, it's more evidence about Bush/Cheney's shredding of habeas corpus, kidnapping and torturing “enemy noncombatants,” spying on whomever they choose or misusing presidential signing statements to subvert congressional laws.

Constitutionally impeachable offenses: All.

Never mind Bush/Cheney's short-changing veterans' health care, forsaking hurricane victims, attempting to “privatize” Social Security, opposing minimum wage increases, opposing stem cell research, gutting environmental protections, fostering megacorporation ownership of the mainstream news media, partisanly firing federal prosecutors, bankrupting the federal Treasury, cultivating immigration anarchy, exporting millions of U.S. jobs through corporate-written international trade agreements.

These never-mind policies - ruinous to average citizen interests as they are - aren't impeachable offenses. They're constitutionally allowed executive prerogatives enabled by a sorry-state Congress that's rubber-stamped Bush/Cheney's ideological loyalty to an extremist gaggle of Ayn Rand-inspired free market absolutists, American Empire-building think tanks, anti-Enlightenment pseudo-Christian fundamentalists and transnational corporations (none of whom have much use for a constitutional republic governed by and for average U.S. citizens.)

If you've had enough of Bush/Cheney's slow-motion coup d'etat, understand: U.S. presidents and vice presidents can't be constitutionally impeached simply for horrendous policies. Instead, evidence of “high crimes and misdemeanors” must be formally filed in the U.S. House, which then investigates and remands any indictments to the Senate.

Exactly such high crimes by Bush/Cheney were, in fact, long ago publicly and credibly documented by numerous former administration insiders, but congressional malfeasance keeps dodging impeachment investigation. Nevertheless, states and municipalities can legally send Congress exhortatory impeachment resolutions, and many already have.

(Same issue) Lucien Hut and Katherine Skinner, Missoula

Murder of Iraqis an outrage as well

The devastating tragedy of Virginia Tech is not measurable in human grief.

However, we can't help comparing it to how the Iraqis must feel after we invaded their county with “shock and awe.”

Under the Bush regime we have murdered thousands of innocent people in Iraq. Is this not a thousand times worse that the Virginia Tech incident? Are the lives of our students worth more than the lives of Iraqi children?

Bush prayed for the victims in Virginia and condemned he crime, yet he lied about the reason for the invasion of Iraq to Congress and the American people, and the thousands of American and coalition service people and civilians have lost their lives as a result. Bush's crimes and his Nazi methods should have brought him and his colleagues to judgment in the International Court in The Hague long ago.

Again we are deeply saddened by the killing that took place at Virginia Tech. The victims, families and friends have our fullest sympathy.

Our wish is that the media such as NBC, CBS, ABC and Fox would emphasize the horror of killing in Iraq and other parts of the world to a greater extent. It is time that the American public cry in outrage at these murders as well.

Missoulian, April 17, 2007 by D. Moore, Hot Springs, MT

The time to impeach is now.

Since brazen criminals King George and puppeteer Cheney continue to arrogantly flaunt our Constitution and our nation's laws, why the excessive rhetoric and delay?

Impeachment.

Overwhelming indictments.

Hard-nosed prosecutions.

Slam-dunk convictions.

Now, now, now, before our country goes even further down the toilet.

(From the Missoulian, Mar 21, 2007)

‘War on Terror'Sean Gibbons Missoula
Guantanamo prison, torture inexcusable

The United States is currently holding 520 prisoners in Guantanamo with no legal rights, not to mention an unknown number of detainees in secret prisons in Eastern Europe, Thailand and elsewhere. At least three prisoners at Guantanamo Bay have committed suicide. Peter Phillips of CommonDreams.org wrote that “military autopsy reports provide indisputable proof that detainees are being tortured to death while in U.S. military custody.”

In 2001 the Bush administration authorized the secret detention, interrogation and torture of suspected terrorists. The Bush administration also claims that Geneva Conventions protection will not be honored in the “War on Terror,” and in August 2002 the administration tried to redefine torture in order to escape liability. These actions fly in the face of common decency. Kofi Annan once said: “Torture can never be an instrument to fight terror, for torture is an instrument of terror.”

In 2005, Joschka Fischer, German minister of Foreign Affairs, gave an address to the United Nations to recognize the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. In his address, Fischer stated that: “For my country it (the Auschwitz death camp) signifies the absolute moral abomination, a denial of all things civilized without precedent or parallel.”

Once all is said and done will the citizens of the U.S. try to plead collective ignorance of our own camps? How abominable must an absolute moral abomination be in order to light a fire under our consciences?

Bush administration (From the Missoulian, Mar. 15, 2007) Bruce Russell Sr., Missoula

Citizen fears and flagged courage: That best accounts for why U.S. soldiers are still in Iraq. True, the “benchmark” just met by the Iraqi parliament - to give outside corporations control of Iraqi oil fields - has played a significant part. No less important is fraudulent information inserted by George Bush and Dick Cheney into the 2003 National Intelligence Estimate to pre-emptively invade Iraq for WMD, then cover it up using Scooter Libby.

But the factor allowing this awful mistake to continue is citizen fear and flagged courage. Why else can government officials ignore 65 percent of the people who oppose U.S. presence there? Why can they defy Congress' resolution they must stop? We employ them.

Flagged courage is also clear. Why else are we intimidated by claims that terrorists are going to fight us in our streets if we don't keep soldiers in Iraq? Our war deaths are only one-fifth civilian deaths from food poisoning. There are 300 million of us, yet we haven't the courage to face them. That's why we'll vote for a bigger overseas army, seal friendly borders with fences and maddening rules, and legislate away our Bill of Rights.

Why else have the media redefined “hero” for us? “Extraordinary valor in battle to save ones comrades” was the standard. Today if you enlist,

the networks crown you a hero. We even mumble the refrain that the military contains the best and the brightest America has produced. Not since America's first feature film, the Southern epic “Birth of a Nation” (1915) have Americans put military heroes above those of science, technology and the professions.

And how can a Constitution-blessed people, with the means to fire officials who refuse to honor their oaths of office by impeachment - there's a bill waiting in our Legislature - delay until the nation is in tatters? Citizen fears and flagged courage.

U.S. attorney general (From the Missoulian, Mar. 14, 2007) Ron Setzer, Missoula
The House and the Senate should ask the U.S. attorney general to carry out his most basic duty, which is to enforce the highest laws of the land. In doing so, he would have no choice but to issue arrest warrants against George W. Bush and Dick Cheney (and several others including himself) for treason, crimes against humanity, murder, lying to Congress, felony theft of funds from the U.S. Treasury, and generally failing to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States.

It is paramount that Bush and Cheney in particular are put behind bars, not only for reasons of justice, but because Cheney is next in the line to the presidency. They both need to go in order for the stench of corruption, lies and murder to be gone from the executive branch of our government.

In the case of CIA operative Valerie Plame's outing: treason. In the case of lying the country into war and the senseless death of tens of thousands of Iraqi civilians: crimes against humanity. In the case of the needless death of more than 3,000 members of our military: murder. In the case of just about everything they've ever uttered verbally or in writing: lying to Congress. In the case of sending a bunch of 22-year-old Heritage Foundation brownshirts over to Iraq to administer the occupation and subsequently line their pockets with an unaccounted-for $8 billion dollars: felony theft of funds from the Treasury. In the case of the blatant violations of human and civil rights to U.S. citizens by imprisoning them without charges, trials, or access to legal representation: failure to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States.

All Congress needs is the will to do what is right. And by doing so, they would immediately start the healing of our nation and the world.

President Bush (From The Missoulian, Jan 21, 2007) Larry Stahl, Missoula

More troops will not repair damage done. It appears that “King George” is sending more Americans to Iraq. This in spite of the will of most of the citizenry to stop the bloodshed. Why is he doing this? Does he expect that it will repair the damage we have done? Not a chance!

Get out. Stop the maiming and the deaths. Every death is an American or Iraqi murder.

Be careful, Mr. President. Murder is a “high crime” and you are begging to be impeached.

Max Baucus MT Senator to Washington D.C. & Chairman of Finance Committee  Jan 10, 2007 (Speech)

Mr. President, I am concerned about the deteriorating situation in Iraq. We need to change course. Let me urge my Colleagues to consider a few principles for where we should go from here.

Like my Colleagues, I have received an outpouring of letters, emails, and phone calls. Montanans are split on how America should proceed. But one thing is clear: They all want to see an end to it. They want to see our men and women come home...

In September, Tom, a Marine Corps veteran and purple heart recipient from Missoula, Montana, wrote me to say:

“I no longer support the war in Iraq. I believe that mismanagement of the occupation and reconstruction has made the war unwinnable and is distracting us from the war on terrorism.”

Mr. President, it is time for our combat troops to come home from Iraq.

Mr. President, America entered into this war with motivations that were honorable. But they were mistaken.

As the 911 Commission found, there was no connection between Iraq and the attacks on 911. There were no weapons of mass destruction. And the theory that America could through invading Iraq establish democracy that would spread through the region has proven a cruel joke.

If we knew then what we know now, I would not have voted for the war. If we knew then what we know now, I believe that results of that vote would have been different.

The administration was not up front with us. They presented faulty intelligence and inaccurate information about weapons of mass destruction. Unfortunately, the quality of Congress’s decision-making was no better than the quality of the information upon which we relied.

Going into Iraq was a mistake. The premise was wrong. After September 11, 2001, we had international support to go after Al- Qaeda and to find Osama Bin Laden.

That is the mission we should be behind. Our resources are incorrectly being exhausted in Iraq. I cannot go back and change that vote. But I can work on this new direction...

But now our brave troops now stand in the crossfire of a civil war. We have lost more than 3,000 troops in the escalating Iraq conflict. Just this week, the Iraqi health ministry reported that more than 17,000 Iraqis died in the second half of 2006. That was more than three times as many as died in the first half of 2006. And now America has spent more time fighting this war than we spent in World War II.

I understand and sympathize with Americans who continue to support this war because they do not want their family and friends to have died in vain. I know what they feel. I struggled with that last summer when my nephew Phillip died in Iraq...

First, I do not support a surge in the number of American troops. Throwing more troops at the problem is not a solution. Escalating the war is not a solution...

Second, we should not have an open-ended commitment in Iraq. America must make that clear to the Iraqi government. The war is now costing us $2 billion dollars a week. That is $2 billion a week that is not being devoted to health care, veteran benefits, or education...

Third, with a new focus on political solutions, the U.S. should start a phased redeployment of combat troops within 6 months, with the goal of having combat forces out of Iraq as soon as possible...

Finally, America must engage Iraq’s neighbors. The Iraq Study Group named a peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict as a major potential contributor to stability in Iraq...

Mr. President, America must renew its commitment to peace in the Middle East. We must work to regain the fleeting sense of optimism that can lead to political resolution. And we must work to stop the spilling of blood in the land of Abraham.

Mr. President, I urge President Bush to listen to the Iraq Study Group. I urge him to listen to commanders like General Abizaid. And I urge him to listen to the American people.

It is time for America to change course. It is time for a renewed political effort. And it is time to bring the troops home.

Mike Mosolf MT Dillon Candidate for MT House:  Dec 22, 2006 Letter to the Montana Standard.

TIME TO GET ON WITH IT

The people have spoken.  It’s time for Democrats in positions of leadership to heed the voices of the voters.

To incoming House Speaker Nancy Pelosi I offer this bit of sage advice:  Impeachment is NOT off the table!  The table is overflowing with scrumptious, e-coli like morsels of incompetence, fraud, and abuse of public office, all compliments of a political party that has lost its moral compass.  

Unfortunately, President Bush and Vice President Cheney will not do the honorable deed and fall on their swords so it is up to the people to demand Congressional investigations.

Democrats are in power because the Republican’s strategic adventurism in Iraq’s oil fields fell short of great expectations.  Also, Bush has a resume of indefensible impeachment offenses with little wiggle room.

It’s time to get on with it!  Democrats have the constitutional duty to impeach and that includes Democrats at the state and local level.  It’s time to get rid of the dreck!   Impeachment will send a strong message to the free world and those living in the not-so-free world that the U.S.A. is indeed the home of “We the people.

Call or write the Democrats in power and turn up the heat.  They were elected to govern and honor constitutional responsibility.

In Butte, the Montana Standard has laid out its 2007 policy for letters to the editor:http://www.mtstandard.com/articles/2007/01/02/newsopinion_top/20070102_newsopinion_top.txt
Ken Marcure US Senate Candidate from Montana: Dec ‘06-Jan ’07 Think about what senator McCain said after the election of Nov. 7.  `Hypocrisy, my friends, is the most obvious of political sins.  And the people will punish it...’  

With Bush`s push to send more troops to Iraq, he proves the thesis of Tuchman in her book The March of Folly, and her statement of `the persistent pursuit of governments in policies contrary to their

interests,` and he proves her other statement that `character is fate.`  And he proves my thesis that he is a `sadistic hypocrite`...

The Economist in issue of Dec 9, 2000, p. 24 wrote that Mr. Bush `was guilty of monumental hypocrisy.` Is that--can it be--just once or is it a pattern that can be observed over and over again in the last six years, or ever earlier?  Work back from now, or work forward from then,  the answer will be the same...

Job 17:8 Upright men shall be astonished at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself against the hypocrite...

Matthew 7: 1-6: Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out

the mote out of thy brother`s eye...

The Koran says that in times of great trials, the people can be led astray, and the ones who do this are hypocrites, who still ask and get exemptions for what they have said and done: the concept of `fitznah` in the Koran.. Job 34:30   That the hypocrite reign not, lest the people be ensnared.

Then, if the Bible and Koran are in agreement, why are we fighting each other?

15 Oct ’06 Tom Chelston Dear fellow Patriot, I'm a Veteran (Infantry Medic) and Singer/Songwriter. Impeach:

I've been writing and performing around the country from Camp Democracy to Camp Casey during the past year. The "mission" has been foremost in my mind and I share a few of my songs here:  

http://www.tomsongs.com/images/Impeach.MP3
7 Oct ’06 Dan Huffman GOP primary candidate for US Senate. Subject Line: I am with you.  “I believe Bush should be impeached, but not stop there. He and Rumsfield should be prosecuted for war crimes...Cheney should be forced to go back to Haliburton. All of                          Haliburton no bid contracts should be let out for bid with Haliburton not                          included.  We should freeze all pricing on power companies, oil companies,                          health care, pharmaceutical companies, telecommunication companies, and                          any and all other monopolies.  Then we should analize them and adjust                          prices to reflect a fair profit, and then regulate them so they can't gouge us in                          the future...”

“My brother who will be 50 in                          December just finished riding his bicycle from Seattle to DC promoting peace.  My dad has a peace studies program at Rocky Mountain College                          developed because of him.  I am a good person who only wants the best for                          Montana and the USA.  I also am the only candidate not paid for by anyone                          else but myself meaning I'm not beholding to anyone but you, Montanans  and the American people.”

1/3/06 Thomas A. Azzara, Missoula, MT To the editor of The Missoulian
As a strategy calculated to preserve Republican majorities in both houses of Congress, George Bush’s assertion that ‘Democrats don’t have the stomach to fight the war on ‘terror’ (Missoulian, 9/29/06) makes perfect sense; but it would make no sense at all for Americans to believe such nonsense, or to regard it as anything other than yet another misrepresentation of the truth by a President whose stomach for deceit has already produced an unnecessary war, 3,000-plus dead American soldiers, an astronomical debt, an unprecedented hatred of America in the Middle East and elsewhere, a recruitment opportunity for America’s fanatical Islamic enemies, and an American republic rapidly deteriorating into a quasi-totalitarian state, a nation run by intractable ideologues with stomachs for torture and secrecy, but no stomach for an ethical, aboveboard war on terror that would address the perils we face without stooping to atrocity or compromising the Constitution.

The price America is paying, for its indulgence of a ‘Commander-In-Chief’ who arrogantly dictates a ruinous foreign policy while simultaneously undermining our liberties, is far too costly; unquestionably, the time has come for a dormant, but still sovereign citizenry to re-assert itself, politically, and rid itself of a pernicious fraud that’s turning this country into an increasingly distorted version of itself.  This should be done before a fascist-right dictatorship takes root more deeply here, displacing democracy altogether.

The Democratic party—the so-called ‘opposition party’—needs to be more cogent in its critiques of Bush’s domestic and foreign policies; regardless of the present administration’s ruthlessness and patriotic posturing. Democrates are obliged to take-to-task a rogue President who’s destroying America, both financially and philosophically, with virtual impunity.  Thus far, the Democratic Party’s responses to Bush’s despotism have been less than robust...creating cynacism amongst voters and, at the same time, validating Bush’s portrayal of Democrats as weak and irrresolute. 

In the new year of 2007, the letters to the editor column of the Missoulian has been carrying relevant citizen opinion on abuse of power by national officials.  Check the latest column: http://missoulian.com/letters/ .

