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Updates: Working on Mtmarkup7 draft

March 27, 2006 am—Today two Rhode Island, Ratner et al, and Burk charges are confirmed for inclusion in the MT resolution: Fraudulent war and subversion of US democracy i.e.separation of powers (the specific language remains in dispute). Two Bullets added to the barebones draft.  Also, Dick Cheney needs to be added as complicit in the four Articles the MT resolution will address.

March 27, 2006 pm—Richard Mathews contact indicates the “template” or “resolved” language must be more exact than charges language i.e. investigating impeachment vs. impeachment itself.  Also, the resolution needs the word “Petition” at the top.  These will appear in draft Mtmarkup.doc. The current draft will always be referred to as Mtmarkup.doc and those archived will have 1-9 added and kept online for reference. These will appear at http://www.mssrbooks.com/Mtmarkup.doc  


March 30, 2006—Michael Ratner contact indicates copies of their 4 Article draft will be made available to legislative supporters of impeachment during opinion leader and candidate debate.  Thus, forming the resolution to dovetail with this debate resource is adopted, though a briefer form than Ratner et al will be maintained to remain uniform with extant resolutions of other State Legislatures.  Check on  new VT resolution.  Check on Jimmy Carter’s current concern with abrogation of treaties by the US executive the Senate has approved  i.e. India on NPT.

March 30-31, 2006—Box out of RI and Matthews clauses not central or in support of 4 main Articles of Impeachment. Then move them to the bottom of the document as a reference section, Excluded:  Correct the color coding on terror citations.  Remove duplication of Matthews’ clauses by RI resolution to end of document, including mere name changes. Substitute Montana for all state names in bulleted clauses.

April 11, 2006—Simplify document for larger ad hoc group, after VT skipped the legislative level last weekend and went directly to congress, and our larger markup group, on the 10th, stalled on validating 4 articles (see Mar 27 above). Nest subsidiary articles from RI resolution under either Ratner et al article number 2, 3 or 4 and order by Ratner’s sequence 1-4.  Note: Earlier Ratner annotations were off-sequence due to having loaned out our reference copy RE:2,3.

July 31, 2006—Update draft for MT Democratic Platform Committee on Aug 2. Initial agenda: 1) Simplify all to CCR’s 4 article approach. 2) Update terrorism article to include Supreme Court’s Hamdan decision striking down lack of rights of Guantanamo detainees. 3) Consider language changes on FISA violations over attempts to legislate their legality and make them internal to FISA court (Specter).  4) Consider language changes to war fraud article to include supporting proxy wars through illegal actions e.g. bunker bomb delivery to Lebanon air campaign through Scottish airport.  5) Remove all color coding and finalize the document for printing.

Noon—Phil Burk has sent comments encouraging a short document—Paul Edwards, platform committeeman, wants 1 ½ pages—and notifying us of subsequent legal opinion on 1001, and ways to tighten it.  The offending clause on 1001 has been excluded as has duplication in paragraph 1.

3:00 MDT  Much of item 1) above hss been  implemented in the draft and exclusions from Article #2 moved to the end, have resulted in a more concise Article #2, while largely inclusive of constitutional scholarship.  Proxy wars were left out (4).  Updates relating to the efforts of the US Special Prosecutor, the Libby and Plame affairs, and the testimony of CIA and FBI operatives have been placed near the end of Article #2, and will have to be professionally vetted.  Later, privateering and/or misuse of foreign airports for unlawful acts of war or proxy war may need to be added.  With these changes, we now move on to MTMarkup5.doc.

5:00 MDT The convoluted Ratner legal notes on Article #1 were difficult to incorporate in its text, while implicating Cheney directly, except by addiing points 1 and 2 to the text. See agemda item #3 above. These too will need to be professionally vetted. But without these additions and calling forth the outrage of Congress members that they were “set up” on the NSA program by Bush and Cheney for 4 years of criminal violation of their own FISA Act, it seems hard to imagine how Article #1 can move a State legislative body to impeach.

Evening—To facilitate the pairing of evidence with Articles 1-4, by candidates and grass roots citizens, the master evidence file MFI has been maintaining for a year and a half, all in the public domain, was re-organized by Article of Impeachment: 1,2,3, and 4.  It will be put up online under four Justice icons for common reference, once the material is sorted.  This will change the primary focus of the MFI web site to one dedicated to proving the MT case against G.W. Bush & Richard Cheney.  It should be available in the morning in rough form.

10:00 a.m. Tuesday—Stilted language, uncertain legal case citations, and stylistic problems were addressed but they msy still exist in Articles 1 & 2.  Regularizing the print face at least changes their appearance. First, the concluding Whereas statements will be selected and the State name filled in, moving them above Articles 3 & 4, which pose the large problems of the day.  It will be labeled MTMarkup6.doc.. Article #3 will leave out a Supreme Court reference since to do so might suggest it made new law, when the Geneva Conventions have stood for decades without difficulty of interpretation in Europe.

2: MDT Tuesday—Ratner’s legal citations are too lengthy to include all, so simply added some essentials to an already vetted Article.  Separated text from notes and exclusions and saved as Mkupfinal.doc.  Began work on Article #4, as MTMarkup7.doc

6:00 MDT—Submitted a final version to professional vetting and added Richard Cheney to the rights and safety clause.

8:00 MDT Wed—Considered inserting the text  “resulting in tens of thousands of dead” in Article II:1, checked on Libby’s title and substituted “chief of staff,”added “career” to the intelligence personnel purge, added three “;ands” to subsidieary clauses, and began a spellcheck.  Made 5-6 changes to spelling and style e.g. bold print on Articles, with colons behind them, and changed “principal” to “principle” in a borrowed phrase, and reduced a capital letter to a small one in a borrowed concluding paragraph.  Put the resulting draft at the top of this document.

10:00 MDT Wed—The media file on each article, Article #1, Article #2, Article #3, and Article #4 is now available for grass roots personnel and Montana candidates at http://www.mssrbooks.com/unjust.htm @20 pages each w/photos.

12:00 MDT Wed.—Final submission for comment to constitutional scholars whose work was consulted in this, capitalization of Resolved, and placement of this record on the MFI site.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

E.G.

*Ratner’s legal notes: Right of habeas corpus and due process under 5th Amendment to Constitution. (included)
Eighth Amendment to Constitution.

Third (Article 12) and Fourth Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 1977 (included)

International Treaties on the Conduct of War http://www.genevaconventions.org
The Torture Victim Protection Act of 1991 & The Alien Tort Statute http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/RL32890.pdf
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

OAS Inter-American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man.

Convention (included) Against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

CIDTP December 2005 (by intent) and Army Field Manual 27-10  (The law of land warfare) (included)
European Convention on Human Rights. (included)
Article #4
· According to Article VI of the United States Constitution "This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the  Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land."  George W. Bush has subverted and violated the principles of democracy
· Ratner’s legal notes on violations of America’s particular form of democracy. Article II Section 1 of US Constitution, Article II Section 3 of US Constitution

WHEREAS, George W. Bush has repeatedly acted to expand the power of a unitary executive in violation of the

        principle of balance of power; and

Excluded Language:

WHEREAS,... states that impeachment may be set in motion by charges transmitted from the legislature of a State;

From Article #2

, having conspired to exceed his constitutional authority to wage war,
.Providing 

WHEREAS, George W. Bush committed a felony under section 1001 by providing information to Congress and

WHEREAS, conspired with others to defraud the United States of America by intentionally misleading Congress and the public regarding the threat from Iraq in order to justify a war in violation of; and

by erroneously linking Iraq with the terrorist attacks of September 11th by Al-Qaeda. 

3.Repeatedly claiming that satellite photos of sites in Iraq depicted factories for weapons of mass destruction

.Stating that "Saddam Hussein recently sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa" in his State of the Union Address after being told by the CIA that this was untrue and that the supporting documents were forged.

WHEREAS, George W. Bush committed a felony under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by withholding                            information from Congress about doubts in the intelligence community about Bush's justification for war; and

6.Invading Iraq with United States military forces.  7.Sacrificing the lives of thousands of American soldiers. 

 8.Killing tens of thousands of Iraqi civilians and conscripts.
goal of invading
WHEREAS, George W. Bush committed felonies under 18 U.S.C. 641 and 643 by embezzling funds authorized for use in the war in Afghanistan and diverting it to an as-yet unauthorized build-up towards war in Iraq; and

From Article #1

· WHEREAS, George W. Bush has admitted that he ... unwarranted surveillance of

U. S. persons, in ... and the Foreign Intelligence  Surveillance Act of the United States; and

New phrases on Chap 36, and sections 1801 and 1811 which are qualifications only

Inaccurate mention of the War Powers act.  Order of Art 1: changed with unitary ececutive last.
End of Document

From non-state resolution format:

WHEREAS, In all of this George W. Bush and Richard Cheney have acted in a manner contrary to their trust as President and Vice President, subversive of constitutional government to the great prejudice of the cause of law and justice, and to the manifest injury of the people of ________insert_your_City/Town/State___________ and of the United States of America; and 

Be it resolved that George W. Bush and Richard Cheney, by such conduct, warrant impeachment and trial, and removal from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United States;

General Council of thsi state,,, by George W. Bush as President of

        the United States,

· Resolved, That the Secretary of State of Montana be, and is hereby, instructed to certify to each Senator and

Representative in the Congress of the United States, under the great seal of this state, a copy of this resolution and

        its adoption by its legislature.

From Article 3:

WHEREAS, George W. Bush has 

WHEREAS, George W. Bush and Richard Cheney acted to by ordering indefinite, based
