Topical Overview of ASA’s 2005 Conference on Sociology & Society

By Bruce Russell Sr.

President Leads with Public Sociology Troy Duster, ASA president for 2005 and heavily engaged in professional regional and black institutions, plus human genome sociological research, crafted this conference on its centennial as a stock-taking of the discipline—its waxing and waning—as an influence on national public policy and the public good. This was a natural follow-up to the public sociologies explored in the 2004 conference, which found US sociological influence competes with political party, military-industrial, and theo-cultural movements governing media, public education, and government bureaucratic service, many of them anti-modernist in character.

Troy’s 2005 conference commitments give us a handle on expected intellectual outcomes from the ASA meetings, some extending beyond sociology and all touching public policy:

 (In Montreal, AERA president Marilyn Cochran-Smith styled an educational research conference theme as “Demography and Democracy in the Era of Accountability” keying off multiple papers by authors like Duster and Prewitt.
  It explored competing purposes of education in democracy (for free market competition or for active participation in representative government).  This contrast highlights the deleterious effects noted at ASA 2004 of narrowing public education to training for “market fundamentalism.”  Their 2006 conference theme in San Francisco is even more broad; “Education Research in the Public Interest.”

(Duster’s address to the Southern Sociological Society at their 2005 Charlotte conference was entitled, “Stratification of Cultures as the Barrier to Democratic Pluralism,” and demonstrates the 2003 ASA professional observation that deconstructions of class are running into an analytic “problem of culture.”
  This insight recognizes “cultural” dimensions of stratification, which essentially leave out this or that pluralist group.

(Duster added process language by expanding the above title for the August Rural Sociological Association meeting in Tampa, “Reaching Over and Across, not Down.”  President Freudenburg had styled this conference proactively, with the theme “Reaching Out, Reaching Ahead, Reaching Beyond.” 

History of Sociology Section Spearheads Main Theme as ASA Centennializes

Susan Hoecker-Drysdale of the History of Sociology ASA section previewed 13 historical sessions in an electronic  newsletter in July, each offered as the result of their many autonomous committees. Likewise, she cited classic figures in the field rather than Duster, like Small, Ward, Smelser and Tiryakian, and she noted the book Diverse Histories of American Sociology comes out from Brill publishers at the meetings.  But her focii for sociological history (national contexts, historical self-consciousness, and professional purposes) are not discordant with Duster’s three theme guidelines for the 2005 ASA conference: national developments (e.g. social problems, women, and blacks), competing policy debates (e.g. NSF, NIH, and private foundations) and receptivity of these arenas to the discipline.  She made much of Harriet Martineau as the “mother” of sociology, as retained by the English The Martineau Society and the American Harriett Martineau Sociological Society, an interesting complement to the recent proposal of W.E.B. DuBois by Duster and others as its father. She augmented the profession’s self-consciousness by noting C.W. Mills’ critical sociology arose during the socially conservative 50’s.  Not dissimilar to current professional critiques in a reactionary nation entering the 21st Century!

ASA’s centennial efforts produced an online companion volume to A History of the American Sociological Association 1905 - 1980 by Lawrence J. Rhoades which brings the catalogue of major ASA events into the 21st Century.
 It was available at the conference as well.  Exploring its manifold detail one discovers Craig Calhoun is cited as upcoming historian of sociology for the ASA Council, rather than limiting scope to explicating major ASA events as Hillsman and Rosich do.  They stress a more publicly engaged and collaborative ASA as of 2005, a matter Calhoun will no doubt flesh out thematically.

Women and Black Sociologists Expand American Social Problems Presentations

ASA welcomed the press to three “highlighted” plenaries this year: “Comparative Perspectives on the Rightward Turn in U.S. Politics,” Dan Carter (University of South Carolina), Thomas Frank (What’s the Matter with Kansas), and Lani Guinier and Gerald Torres (The Miner’s Canary) which discussed the growth of conservative power, politics, and culture in America in the last 30 years.  Marlese Durr, president of Sociologists for Women in Society, previewed these offerings in their electronic summer newsletter, and promoted annual joint sessions with ABS and SSSP or Sociologists Without Borders on related topics.  Planning with ASA president-elect Cynthia Fuchs Epstein is going forward for next year.

Invited sessions also included such applied topics as studying “awkward” social movements, remaking modernity, re-framing politics, Marxist perspectives on elections, 100 years of criminology in the US, and identifying emerging themes in sociology and ethnomethodology. 

The 2005 ASA program is also online and provides a rich source for tracking down details of papers and invited sessions which explore relations between sociology and its American host nation.

� Demography and Democracy. Ken Prewitt, Troy Duster, James Anderson,Patricia Gándara, Felice Levine


� The Southern Sociologist Page 1-24 Spring/Summer


� � HYPERLINK "http://asanet.org/page.ww?section=History+Update&name=History+of+the+ASA+1980+-+2004" ��http://asanet.org/page.ww?section=History+Update&name=History+of+the+ASA+1980+-+2004�


�http://66.102.7.104/search?q=cache:5Iz2Xuw3wygJ:newmedia.colorado.edu/~socwomen/newsletter/Summer2005.pdf+marlese++philly&hl=en


�� HYPERLINK "http://asanet.org/page.ww?section=Program&name=Online+Program" ��http://convention2.allacademic.com/index.php?click_key=1&cmd=View+Program+Load+Scheduled+Times&schedule_day=2005-08-12+00%3A00%3A00&PHPSESSID=5e7e1c1c7c455b38398f0714765ac402�





