MFI White Paper on The Iraq Invasion and its Aftermath

Ask anyone marching in lockstep today and they will tell you the way to handle terror is to: 1) silence the opposition 2) attack a bigger enemy than attacked you, do it first, and without planning for the consequences 3) attack an abstract idea ,“terror,”not concrete forces, and do it in God’s name, and 4) rationalize choosing the wrong enemy in the wrong place for the wrong reason as “liberation.” 

Follow this leadership paradigm and you guarantee the disaster that is the war in Iraq: The wise among you will lose face; your past allies will hate and avoid you; you will widen the pursuit of a small criminal syndicate into a war fending off a virulent pandemic; your nation will commit war crimes while suspicions rise internally, and the rule of law will disappear in a maze of executive subterfuge. Finally, America’s longsuffering patriots and their families will be woefully abused by our Executive refusing to see preemptive attack as the last resort--the rule for past Administrations--and we grieve for their resulting sacrifice as fellow Americans.

Should our situation be otherwise? Should our nation stand for something different?  American democracy is both a noble and efficacious remedy, and the very opposite of the “unitary executive” proposed by current advocates of “divine right.” Americans depose ALL would-be kings because American democracy rests firmly on the separate integrity of its citizens, voluntary associations, and government branches.  So, we must first open debate, championing the audacity of their free speech.  No, don’t covertly shift funds and troops from the pursuit of Al Qaeda to start a century occupying South Asia’s oil fields.  No, don’t insult past allies in the EU, lie to congress, and break with the UN Charter and the Geneva Accords; and don’t pretend you didn’t, as you sneak back into the tent.  

Second, re-direct your efforts to policing the pirates piloting our shores, and dump the hype that 9/11 changed anything but requiring Americans to pull their heads out of the sand.  US terror resulted just like Blackbeard’s marauding of Atlantic coastal cities in the 1700’s. No different. No terror czar, no un-manageable bureaucracy, and no high tech torture regime is remotely likely to be on the mark.  Figuring out Al Qaeda’s “carrier pigeon” system for transporting propaganda tapes is higher priority than all the illegal snooping being done by the NSA. Why? That’s how its cells and new recruits are signaled for attacks.

Third, concentrate exclusively on concrete forces, out of pragmatic necessity, and not religious zeal.  The word for what we have now is zealotry.  Judas was a Zealot.  We should not take on the religious extremists of Islam in religious terms, but rather as extremist crimes committed by criminal syndicates.  This way we deprive them of the “Crusader” label Bin Laden has so effectively pinned to the tail of Mr. Bush.  Hence, where we have inspired defensive jihad among Sunnis in Iraq, let us withdraw under Congressman Murtha’s pragmatic strategy based on advice by competent generals.  Re-deploy our troops outside of Iraq in 2006, and when requested by an independent Iraqi government to re-engage, engage only Al Qaeda forces in short term campaigns as bona fide terrorist targets.  Since we inspired civil war in that country, we have an obligation to defuse it.  Today in Iraq, the UN has the only legitimate “outsider” peace-keeping role.

Fourth, abandon all hope somebody at the top in the US knew what they were starting when they illegally invaded Iraq.  Do that, even in a suggestive conspiracy grounded in oil, privateering, and hegemony--all of which are significant arguments—and you miss the turnaround course required of the US to free itself from the negative consequences our rationalizations got us into in this fray.  We attacked the wrong enemy, in the wrong place, for the wrong reasons. Period.  No equivocation.  Its effect was not liberation of the Iraqi people.  It was the subjegation and humiliation of Americans and what they have stood for in the world.

Clearly somebody should be held accountable.  It must be the perpetrators.  Nothing else makes ANY sense.  Where they were guilty, complicit, or merely intimidated, they need to be brought to justice under the aegis of American law.  That means one thing, impeachment for abuses of power against their oaths to uphold the Constitution and the laws of our country.  Where merely “misled from above” we must learn to forgive. This is the rebuilding aspect of law and its steadfast application, that it restores to wholeness what was degraded and defiled.  

